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and	the	staff	of	the	“ufficio	Europa”,	from	Comune	di	Macerata,	for	
the competence they employed in conceiving the project and the 
passion they demonstrated in curing it. Thanks also to the people who 
devoted	their	time	and	energies	in	animating	it.	Moreover,	special	
thanks to the students and teachers: their commitment proves how 
in	schools	grow	the	flowers	to	arm	cannons.	We	showed	that	good	
politics	exists:	the	good	politics	of	a	Europe	investing	on	education,	the	
good	politics	of	people	and	institutions	trustfully	working	together.	
My	wish	is	to	keep	following	this	path	and	finally	be	free	and	united.

Stefania Monteverde
Assessora alla cultura e vicesindaco 

Comune di Macerata

We	are	 proud	 to	 be	 the	 protagonists	 of	 an	 international	 cultural	
project which tells about an other Europe. An Europe that builds 
communities	 based	 on	 rights.	 Young,	 schools,	 universities,	
academics and intellectuals, men and women from culture 
and	 politics	 engaged	 in	 a	 dialogue	 revolving	 around	 the	 words	
necessary	 to	 a	 community	 asking	 for	 peace:	 integration,	 no	
frontiers,	bridges,	memory.	No	rhetoric,	only	industrious	hard	work,	
study,	 research,	 debate,	 experience,	 creativity.	 The	 project	 WAI	
led	 the	way	 to	 a	 part	 of	 the	 democratic	 civilization	where	 there	
is	 no	 place	 for	 post-truths	 or	 high	 speeches,	 only	 integration	 is	
admitted.	That	is	the	Europe	our	parents	left	us.	On	the	Manifesto 
of Ventotene, August 1941, amid the brutality of the second 
World	War,	Altiero	Spinelli	and	his	fellow	convicted	dared	to	write.
If	a	sufficient	number	of	people	in	European	countries	understand	
it,	victory	will	soon	be	theirs,	since	the	situation	and	spirits	will	be	
auspicious	for	their	action	and	they	will	deal	with	parties	and	trends	
already discredited by the disastrous experience of the last twenty 
years.	It	will	be	time	for	brand-new	actions	and,	therefore,	time	for	
brand-new people, those of the free and united Europe movement.
Today	 as	 well,	 men	 and	 women	 are	 summoned	 to	 fulfil	 a	 new	
commitment in order to free and unite Europe. Our Europe 
would	 fight	 the	 raising	 of	 barbed	 wire	 or	 cement	 walls,	 would	
stand against the new populisms, would defeat the fears 
fostered to weaken us all. Through project WAI, we want 
people	 who	 fight	 with	 courage	 for	 a	 free	 and	 united	 Europe,	
to meet and work together in order to create a world of peace.
I wish to thank the researchers of the “ Osservatorio di genere” 

edited by Stefania Monteverde

Preface
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And so it happened. Our Little John passed through the wall exactly like 
Alice passed through the mirror and, popping out on the other side, 

opened his arms and bowed, like a gymnast on the balance beam.

(Jiří Kratochvil, Giovannino e il re, in 1989, 
dieci storie per attraversare i

muri, Roma, Orecchio Acerbo, 2009)
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by its components, the bricks, 
is the founding concept 
from where the logo takes 
shape	 in	 an	 infinite	 and	
modular	 evolution.	 The	
colours chosen are the ones 
of	 the	 European	 Union	 flag,	
to	 recall	 the	 International	
flair	 of	 the	 project.				

Logo WAI Contest
The	WAI	 logo	 is	 the	 result	 of	 a	 design	 competition	 held	 by	 the	
Municipality	 of	 Macerata.	 Winner	 of	 the	 selection	 was	 Clio	
Zancanella:	 his	 proposal	 was	 chosen	 for	 its	 effectiveness	 and	
its immediacy, the freshness and the minimalist elegance.

Who is Clio Zancanella?
Born in Trento in 1988 Clio Zancanella studied at the Politecnico di 
Milano where she got her Bachelor’s degree in Interior Design in 2010.
In	2011	she	won	the	competition	to	design	the	logo	for	the	Winter	
Universiade in her region, allowing her to do an internship at 
the	 design	 and	 branding	 agency	 Minale	 Tattersfield	 in	 London.
After	 an	 exchange	 semester	 in	 2012	 in	 Providence,	 U.S.,	 at	 the	
Rhode Island School of Design and an internship at HW/Ateliers 
Jean Nouvel in Paris she got her Master’s degree at the School of 
Design of the Politecnico in Milan in 2013. She collaborated with 
the	 design	 studio	Ghigos	 Ideas	 in	Monza	 after	which	 she	moved	
back	 to	 Paris	 where	 she	 worked	 for	 the	 architecture	 firms	 HW/
Ateliers	 Jean	 Nouvel	 first	 and	 then	 for	 the	 Ateliers	 Jean	 Nouvel.
In	 2015	 she	 won	 the	 logo	 competition	 for	 the	 WAI	 project.
She’s currently working for Jean Nouvel Design in 
Paris,	 where	 she	 designs	 interiors	 and	 exhibitions.

WAI: the logo
The challenge in designing this logo has been to combine the key words 
of	this	project	such	as	Walls,	Integration	&	Building	with	a	minimal,	
modern and eye-catching look. The idea of the Wall, represented 

The Logo
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such as Italy, Spain, Ireland, Germany, Lithuania and Hungary.
The three events are:
- Event 1: Walls: Images and memories beyond the war
-	Event	2:	Integration:	remembrance,	tales	and	pictures	in	a			 	
	 	 comparison	between	old	and	new	generations	of	Europeans
- Event 3: Image of Europe

The	 exhibition	 “Gates	 No	 Frontiers”	 is	 part	 of	 the	 Event	 1	 and	
Macerata	represents	only	the	first	stage	of	a	long	road:	in	autumn	
it	 will	 be	 in	 Padua,	 in	 Cork,	 a	 Kaunas	 and	 finally	 in	 Oviedo.

Walls	 and	 integration	 is	 the	 title	 of	 the	 project	 presented	
by the Municipality of Macerata, within the Europe for 
Citizens	 Programme,	 approved	 by	 the	 European	 Commission.
This	project	is	aimed	at	stimulating	the	collective	memory	of	citizens	
within	a	reflection	starting	from	the	ideological	divisions	of	the	past	
for	inclining	them	toward	a	comprehension	of	the	historical,	political	
and	social	changes	that	led	to	the	formation	of	contemporary	Europe.
The partners of this project (which began on 5 October 2015 and 
will	 end	 on	 4	 April	 2017)	 are:	 Osservatorio	 di	 Genere	 (Gender	
Observatory	-	ODG),	a	cultural	association	in	Macerata	(Italy),	which	
contributed	 to	 the	 creation	 of	 the	 network	 and	 to	 the	 scientific	
coordination,	 the	 high-school	 “Istituto	 Tecnico	 Commerciale	
Gentili”	 of	 Macerata,	 University	 of	 Trento	 (Italy),	 University	 of	
Padua	 (Italy),	 University	 of	 Oviedo	 (Spain),	 SUATEA,	 a	 Spanish	
trade	union,	Vytautas	Magnus	University	(Lithuania),	Westfälische	
Wilhelms-Universität	 (Germany),	University	College	Cork	 (Ireland)	
and	University	of	Budapest	 (Hungary).	All	 these	 institutions	bring	
their	 expertise	 in	 design	 and	management	 of	 European	projects.
The	 keywords	 that	 inspired	 the	 project	 –	 keywords	 that	 left	 an	
imprint	 in	 the	 period	 starting	 from	 the	 symbolic	 birth	 of	 Europe	
up	to	the	first	political	elections	of	the	European	Parliament	–	are:	
WALLS,	as	real	and	 ideological	walls	that	caused	political,	cultural	
and habit divisions; INTEGRATION, meant as a journey towards an 
inclusive Europe; BUILDING, considered as a developing process.
Along this “ideal path” three events will take place. These 
events, held over 18 months, will directly engage 2000 
citizens	 of	 6	 countries	 that	 represent	 old	 and	 new	 Europe,	

The Project “ Walls and Integration”



MACERATA	-	Gates	No	Frontiers,	2013.	Graffiti	realized	by	the	street	artist	Morden	Gore.	Photo	by	Cristian	Fattinnanzi
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and	contradictions.
Europe,	the	protagonist	of		“Gates	No	Frontiers”,	is	thus	assembled	
with	 different	 stories:	 from	 Franco’s	 Spain,	 land	 of	 emigrants,	
to	 democratic	 Spain,	which	 is	 instead	 busy	with	migratory	 flows,	
to	 the	 young	 and	 highly	 Catholic	 Republic	 of	 Ireland	 (Éire);	 from	
Germany, separated by the Wall, to Hungary and to Lithuania, 
countries	 of	 the	 former	 Socialist	 Bloc,	 in	 which	 the	 integration	
process	 was	 comparatively	 slow;	 from	 Italy,	 recovering	 from	 the	
fallout	 of	WWII,	 and	 still	 deeply	 politically	 divided	 to	 Russia	 and	
to	 Ukraine,	 shaken	 by	 deep	 geopolitical	 tensions.	 So,	 the	 story	
of	 each	 one	 becomes	 an	 interpretation	 of	 European	 history.

Timeline
The	 key-dates	 of	 	 “Gates	 No	 Frontiers”	 are	 9	 May	 1950,	 with	
the	 publication	 of	 the	 Schuman	 Declaration	 and	 10	 June	 1979,	
with	 the	 first	 direct	 elections	 to	 the	 European	Parliament.	 These	
two dates represent the beginning and the development of the 
European	 integration	 process,	 a	 process	 that	 is	 still	 underway,	
as is the enlargement towards the Eastern areas of Europe. 
During	 this	 timeline	 of	 almost	 30	 years,	 future	 European	
citizens	 were	 politically	 and	 culturally	 divided,	 whereas	 today,	
despite	 contradictions	 and	 social	 disparities,	 	 they	 can	 reflect	 on	
common	 values	 and	 upon	 the	 idea	 of	 European	 identity	 itself.		

“Gates	No	Frontiers”	is	the	central	output	of	the	WAI	project:	the	
pictures	that	are	part	of	this	exhibition	narrate	both	East	and	West.	
They	represent	national	stories	of	six	European	countries,	Italy,	Spain,	
Ireland, Germany, Lithuania and Hungary, with a special focus on 
Ukraine, from 1950 to 1979. This exhibit, inaugurated in Macerata in 
may	2016,	will	be	set	up	in	Padua	(Italy)	from	18	to	19	January	2017	,	
in	Cork	(Ireland)	from	February	to	March	2017,	in	Kaunas(Lithuania)		
16	March	2017,	and	 in	Oviedo	(Spain)	 from	March	to	April	2017.

Why Tell History through Photography?  
The	twentieth	century	is	no	doubt	the	century	of	images.	Photography	
has	a	peculiarity	in	the	construction	of	communication	forms	in	the	
contemporary	age.	Since	its	first	appearance,	photographic	image	
has represented an impressive instrument for understanding the 
world: photography is actually one of the fundamental means by 
which	representations	of	collective	imagination	take	shape.	It	also	
is also an incisive medium, thanks to which it is possible to convey 
information	and	contents.	To	narrate	through	images	represents	an	
effective	and	original	way,	to	transform	the	geopolitical	idea	that	was	
the Europe imagined by Schuman in 1950 into a solid reality. This 
reality	 is	not	only	economic,	but	also	social,	cultural	and	political.
The	 pictures	 in	 this	 exhibit	 call	 to	mind	 the	 cultural	 and	political	
differences	 that	 typify	 stories	 of	 some	 North-Central	 European	
countries	 (Ireland	and	Germany),	countries	of	 the	Mediterranean	
area	 (Italy	 and	 Spain)	 and	 the	 Eastern	 Europe	 (Lithuania	 and	
Hungary).	They	are	also	able	to	evoke	meeting	points	and	analogies:	
the	narration	of	 the	European	 integration	process,	 its	 complexity	

Images And Memories Beyond The War

Event 1 - GATES NO FRONTIERS
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defeats, the goals and the delays that have characterized the history 
of	 the	 integration	 process	 in	 Europe	 in	 the	 twentieth	 century.	

1. Social Europe
Thinking and talking about Europe from a social point of view, one 
needs	to	assume	an	analytical	perspective	that,	although	reflecting	
on	different	reading	approaches	to	the	topic	of	Europe,	considers	
some	key-words	to	be	central:	identity,	transnational	spaces,	social	
citizenship,	 pluralism,	 integration,	 subjectivity.	 These	 concepts	
often	provide	alternatives	 to	 traditional	 ideas	–	 starting	 from	 the	
concept	 of	 nation-state	 –	 which	 underline	 the	 tight	 relationship	
between	 the	 economic	 and	 political	 choices	 actualized	 and	 the	
distributive	 and	 redistributive	 mechanisms	 thus	 generated.	 The	
European	integration	process,	therefore,	though	laborious	and	still	
in	progress,	must	evaluate	the	emergence	of	new	subjectivities,	of	
forms	of	identity	and	of	requests	for	recognition,	that	evoke	plurality	
and that move within models of social solidarity. They are no longer 
connected to the idea of original and unchangeable belonging. 
The	 theme	of	Europe	 from	the	social	perspective	 is	 linked	 to	 the	
ability	“to	perceive	oneself	as	European”,	to	the	search	for	a	collective	
identity	 and	 to	 the	 feeling	 of	 reciprocal	 trust	 among	 a	 plurality	
of social actors – individuals, groups, movements – with ethnic, 
cultural,	religious	affinities,	which	confront	each	other,	and	propose	
new	issues	of	recognition.	European	 identity	 is	a	subject	that	has	
been	all	too	often	looked	at	with	fixity	in	the	past.	On	the	contrary,	
the	new	perspective	proposes	to	perceive	identity	as	being	in	flux,	
under	construction	and	supports	a	sense	of	belonging	in	diversity.	
All the member states of the European Union are currently 
facing	 common	 challenges:	 progressively	 ageing	 populations	
and	 consequences	 of	 redistributive	 mechanisms;	 migrations	 of	
people	from	countries	at	war;	transformations	of	job	markets	and	
increasingly	flexible	workforces;	new	relationships	among	genders	

Walls and Integration: Images of Europe Building
Walls that separate, walls that include. The presence of a wall usually 
implies an idea of closure, an inability to move freely, or to overcome 
a	border.	Walls	 symbolize	barriers	and	 separation:	 they	delineate	
between those “within” and those who remain “outside”. The outside 
is	 perceived	 as	 something	 unattainable,	 unexplored,	 extraneous,	
unknown,	different	and	dangerous.	This	perception	is	almost	always	
a	 barrier	 that	 is	 interposed	 between	 interpersonal	 relationships,	
a	metaphor	of	 the	totality	of	conventions	and	prejudices	that	we	
erect around us in order to keep out all that is not known, all that 
is	 fearsome	and	all	 that	 is	not	comprehensible.	As	 they	are	often	
exclusionary,	 such	 barriers	 can	 seem	 protective	 and	 comforting.
But the idea of walls may also signify more: it may be a “place” where 
ideas and issues of liberty could be expressed. It is a dynamic interface 
useful	for	those	who	lay	down	and	find	signs.	“Gates	No	Frontiers”	is	
a	piece	of	graffiti	realized	by	an	artist	of	Macerata,	Carlo	Cicaré	(nom	
de	plum	Morden	Gore).	It	is	also	the	title	we	have	chosen	for	this	
exhibition:	as	a	hope	but	also	as	an	invitation	so	that	frontiers	turn	into	
doors and so that Europe can pass through barriers and walls of a kind 
that are perilously arising in many EU member countries right now, 
to	accomplish	effectively	that	 integration	process	started	in	1950.			

Images And Memories Beyond The War
“A good historian”, Marc Bloch wrote, “is like the ogre in a fable. 
It	knows	that	where	 it	 smells	human	flesh,	 in	 that	place,	 there	 is	
its	prey”.	 In	fact,	the	pictures	of	“Gates	No	Frontiers”	evoke	data,	
traces	and	signs	of	that	multiple	humanity	that	shaped	the	history	
of	 the	 twentieth	century.	The	 images	of	 this	exhibition	 represent	
the	 complex	 and	 non-linear	 narration	 of	 the	 history	 of	 the	 last	
century	 in	 the	 countries	 involved	 in	 the	 “Walls	 and	 Integration”	
project. The paths, on which we have decided to proceed, are 
threefold. Through them, we narrate the steps, the successes, the 
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The need for change was especially compelling where the lack of 
a	democratic	political	 system	and	 the	postwar	division	of	Europe	
into	opposed	blocs	had	been	acting	in	an	almost	synergistic	context.	
This	 shows	 how	 European	 people,	 though	 often	 engaged	 in	 a	
sort	of	 “self-protection”	attitude	which	at	times	has	 led	 to	direct	
conflicts	 (such	 as	 the	 labor	 uprisings	 in	 East	 Berlin	 in	 1953	 or	
the	 Hungarian	 revolution	 of	 1956)	 as	 well	 as	 to	 real	 structural	
forms	 of	 political	 transition	 (such	 as	 the	 collapse	 of	 the	military	
regime in Greece in 1973 and the fall of the Salazar dictatorship 
in	 Portugal	 in	 1974),	were	 somehow	also	 able	 to	 safeguard	 their	
own	 rights,	 so	 that	 in	 today’s	 society	 there	 is	 the	 potential	 for	
appropriate means to face new forms of oppression as well 
as new threats to human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

3 European Movements
After	the	second	world	war,	the	political	scene	was	dominated	by	
“father	figures”,	intent	on	rebuilding	a	continent	profoundly	wracked	
by war, and on dealing with a world separated by the Cold War’s 
ideological blocs. As a direct consequence, this simultaneously led 
to	the	marginalization	of	those	subjects	who,	 from	the	1950s	on,	
would increasingly seek, and obtain, prominence within the social 
and	political	 life	of	many	countries:	 young	people	and	women.	 It	
is precisely during those years that the so-called “youth culture” 
began to spread. The expression “youth culture” referred to both 
the	totality	of	behaviors	of	a	specific	social	group	(young	men	and	
women)	 and	 the	 circulation	 as	 well	 as	 the	 consumption	 of	 pop-
cultural products, especially musical and cinematographic ones. 
The	emergence	of	new	styles	and	themes	in	some	initially	marginal	
sectors	of	the	artistic	and	literary	avant-gardes	also	contributed	to	
the	diffusion	of	 youth	culture.	The	decade	 immediately	 following	
the	 second	 world	 war	 saw	 resumption	 of	 industrial	 production,	
progressive	improvement	in	living	conditions,	the	opening	up	to	ever	

and	generations.	These	challenges	require	redefinition	of	traditional	
welfare	structures,	in	particular	regarding	the	problem	of	care,	and	
any	 strategy	 should	 not	 impose	 binding	 supranational	 rules,	 but	
should	rather	identify	common	aims	that	can	be	achieved	through	
diverse	 policies	 in	 the	 different	 national	 contexts.	 The	 European	
integration	 process	 necessitates	 contemplating	 the	 complex	
dynamic	 of	 interaction	 amongst	 different	 actors	 and	 subjects.

2. European Rights
The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, signed in Rome on 4 November 1950 by the member 
countries	 of	 the	 Council	 of	 Europe,	 is	 the	 first	 regional	 treaty	
stipulated	during	 the	 second	postwar	period	 concerned	with	 the	
protection	for	human	rights.	Inspired	by	other	documents	such	as	
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (which was adopted by 
the	ONU	General	Assembly	in	1948),	the	convention	safeguards	the	
fundamental	political	and	civil	rights	of	individuals.	These	rights	are	
considered as natural and inviolable: the right to life, the right to 
respect for privacy and family life, the right to freedom of thought, 
the	right	of	conscience,	the	right	to	assembly	and	association,	and	
so	on.	The	convention	sought	to	codify	such	rights	and	fundamental	
freedoms, carrying on the purposes for which the Council of Europe 
itself	was	established	and	aiming,	for	example,	to	facilitate	the	creation	
of	a	common	democratic	and	juridical	space	in	Europe,	safeguarding	
the respect of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.  
On the basis of these values, during those same years, 
the	 organizational	 structure	 of	 the	 Council	 of	 Europe	
has developed in tandem with European society. 
Such	 an	 evolutionary	 process	 –	 which	 is	 still	 ongoing	 –	 is	 of	
course	 reflected	 by	 European	 populations	 themselves	 who	
ultimately	 embodied	 and	 conveyed	 the	 great	 social	 and	 political	
mutations	within	Europe	 since	 the	end	of	 the	 second	world	war.	
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Silvia Casilio, Loredana Guerrieri, Claudia Santoni
Osservatorio di genere

wider sectors of society of the possibility of consuming industrial 
products,	and	the	circulation	of	 ideas	and	messages	through	new	
channels	of	communication	and	cultural	production:	it	is	sufficient	
to	 reflect,	 for	 example,	 on	 the	 birth	 of	 rock’n’roll	 and	 its	 rapid	
penetration	of	both	the	western	and	Soviet	blocs.	As	a	result,	the	
foundations	were	 laid	for	a	“language	common	to,	and	belonging	
exclusively	to,	an	entire	generation”.	During	the	1960s	and	1970s	
from Italy to Russia, from Franco’s Spain to Germany, young people 
determined	a	political	space	without	borders	and	created	an	ideal	
reshaping	 of	 the	 nation-state,	 capable	 of	 laying	 the	 basis	 for	 a	
culturally	unified	Europe.	Even	today,	 the	European	Union,	which	
politically	speaking	appears	increasingly	weak	and	precarious,	finds	
moments	 of	 positive	 fulfillment	 especially	 through	 the	 political	
efforts	of	grassroots	activist	movements:	in	the	case	of	the	social	and	
political	campaign	#overthefortress,	for	instance,	students,	activists	
and volunteers support the rights of migrants and refugees traveling 
towards	 Europe.	 Movements,	 social	 groups	 and	 transnational	
networks	 of	 citizens	 become	 protagonists	 of	 the	 public	 sphere	
while	also	giving	voice	to	the	need	for	change	and	modernization	
within the EU space, which, at the moment, seems to be incapable 
of	providing	adequate	and	appropriate	answers	to	urgent	political	
and social issues, including the refugees crisis, the rise of the far 
right	 and	 the	proliferation	of	populist	 anti-European	movements.		

*All the exhibited material can be consulted on the website 
www.wallsandintegration.com.	 It	 will	 also	 be	 collected	
within an e-book, freely downloadable from the website.
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migratory	streams	 led	to	America,	mainly	to	Argentina,	Cuba	and	
Mexico.	Inside	Europe,	there	only	was	a	strong	migratory	tradition	
towards France. The presence there of economic immigrants 
was	 reinforced,	after	 the	Civil	War,	by	a	huge	amount	of	political	
refugees.	 But	 the	 language	 barrier	 and	 the	 lack	 of	 expectations	
of enrichment that could compare to those of the American 
adventure	 made	 of	 Europe	 a	 not	 most	 desired	 destination.
Situation	 changed	 from	 1960	 onwards.	With	 the	 extinguishment	
of	 the	 economical	 opportunities	 in	 America,	 Europe	 experienced	
a parallel cycle of prosperity that lasted for a quarter of century 
bringing abundant jobs, especially in the industrial sector, with 
much higher salaries than in Spain. But Spain had remained apart 
from	 that	growth	cycle	due	 to	 its	 isolation	after	World	War	 II:	 as	
an allied of the Axis, the Francoist regime had been condemned 
by	 the	United	Nations	and	excluded	 from	the	Marshall	Plan	aids.	
Furthermore, economical policies of the regime were based upon 
autarchic	 and	 state-interventionist	 plans	 that	 relied	 on	 fascist	
schemes,	 delaying	 any	 economical	 take-off.	 Rationing	 system	 for	
basic	supplies	lasted	until	1952,	but	for	the	majority	of	the	population,	
living	conditions	will	continue	being	precarious	for	much	more	time.
The	turn	towards	economic	liberalization	that	took	place	between	
1957	 and	 1959	 will	 allow	 the	 incorporation,	 with	 notable	 delay,	
but with decision, to the generalized European pace of growth. 
The	 country	 experiences	 a	 quick	 process	 of	 industrialization	

After	a	long	and	harsh	postwar	time	of	hunger,	political	terror	and	
widespread misery, Spain entered a period of economic growth with 
the	1959	Stabilization	Plan.	At	the	same	time,	a	massive	migration	
from	the	countryside	to	the	cities	displaces	about	a	fourth	of	the	whole	
Spanish	population.	Internal	migratory	movements	to	the	big	industrial	
cities	affect	several	millions	of	people,	many	of	them	had	to	settle	in	
slums	with	extremely	poor	conditions,	living	in	substandard	houses	
without electricity, water supply, sewage, schools or health service…
At	 the	same	time,	 roughly	 two	million	Spanish	citizens	emigrated	
to the rest of Europe between 1960 and 1973 (the year in which 
the	 crisis	 broke	 out)	 to	 serve	 as	 blue-collared	 and	 low-qualified	
employees	 in	 the	 industries,	 agriculture	 and	 domestic	 service,	
mainly in Germany, France, Switzerland, Holland and the United 
Kingdom.	Their	contribution	will	be	crucial	to	the	economy	of	their	
country of origin: with two million Spaniards working abroad, the 
local labour market reaches the goal of full employment. At the 
same	time,	 those	who	had	gone	abroad	are	now	sending	money	
transfers to their families or saving their money in Spanish banks, 
giving	a	strong	flow	of	foreign	currencies,	much	stronger	than	the	
Spanish peseta. When they come back home for their holydays they 
become an input of living experiences of modernity and liberty 
which	 contrasted	 with	 the	 dictatorship	 still	 ruling	 their	 country.
Spain	has	 traditionally	been	a	 country	of	emigration.	Throughout	
the	19th	century	and	the	first	half	of	the	20th,	the	most	important	

(photograph by Jean Mohr – Archivo Carta de España)

1967 - Geneve – Spanish migrants at passport 
control
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integration	problems	 found	 in	 receiving	countries	are	part	of	 the	
dominant	 tale	built	around	a	non-innocent	 idealization.	Falsifying	
the	past	believing	that	all	Spaniards	left	the	country	with	a	working	
contract and legal papers and that they were received in foreign 
countries without tension nor refusal becomes a tool to contrast 
that	 past	 emigration	 with	 the	 massive	 immigration	 that	 arrived	
to Spain in the late 20th century and the beginning of the 21st.

and	 population	 turns	 from	 rural	 to	 mainly	 urban.	 Propaganda	
talks about the “Spanish miracle” but again, there are no 
job	 opportunities	 for	 everyone	 and	 the	 dictatorship	 needs	 a	
regulating	 valve	 to	 substitute	 the	 exhausted	 American	migratory	
circuit.	This	will	be	the	starting	point	for	the	bilateral	agreements	
to	 analyze	 the	 flow	 of	 workers	 to	 several	 neighbor	 countries.
The	first	agreement,	signed	with	Belgium	in	1956,	was	focused	in	the	
supply	of	miners	to	fill	the	gap	left	by	Italians	after	the	Marcinelle	mine	
catastrophe.	After	that,	in	1960	and	1961,	similar	agreements	will	
be signed with France, Switzerland, Germany and The Netherlands. 
The	government	will	create	an	official	agency	to	channel	the	massive	
outcome	of	workers:	the	National	Institute	for	Emigration,	which	will	
manage	the	legal	procedures	regarding	the	selection	of	the	workers,	
contracts, passports and assistance to workers in the countries of 
destination.	 It	was	 the	only	 channel	 for	 legal	emigration.	But	 the	
reality was that half of the migrants that moved to Europe arrived 
to	 their	destinations	without	 legal	documents.	About	a	million	of	
spaniards	 left	their	country	carrying	only	tourist	visa	arguing	they	
were	on	trip	to	visit	a	relative	or	crossed	the	French	border	illegally.
For the majority, the migratory project is temporary: they want to 
stay for some years, save as much money as possible and come 
back,	better	to	a	city	rather	than	to	the	small	villages	they	had	left.	
That	was	at	least	the	original	intention	and	that	was	what	happened	
in	many	 cases,	 although	part	 of	 them	 remained	 for	 ever	 after	 in	
the	reception	countries	together	with	their	sons.	Considering	that	
most of them have come back and almost all of them have kept 
relationship	 with	 their	 families	 and	 country	 of	 origin,	 we	 could	
suppose	that	the	history	of	this	migration	is	well	known	and	their	
memory	is	adjusted	to	reality.	But,	in	some	substantial	aspects,	that’s	
not	correct.	The	collective	memory	of	the	Spanish	society	has	been	
built	over	the	falsification	of	inconvenient	truths.	Nor	the	illegality	
of	half	of	the	departures	from	the	country	or	the	adaptation	and	



GENEVA - 1967. Spanish migrants at passaports control. Photo by Jean Mohr, Carta de España Archive
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nor	 social	 respect	 and	 tolerance.	 Full	 decriminalization	 for	
homosexuality	 will	 arrive	 much	 later.	 Although	 sexual	 practices	
became	legal	in	1979,	accusations	of	“public	scandal”	will	continue	
repressing	 gay	 people	 until	 1983.	 Besides	 this,	 police	 continued	
its	 habit	 of	 unjustified	 raids	 and	 harassment	 against	 gay	 bars	 or	
usual	places	of	meeting	of	the	gay	community.	Social	homophobia	
will	continue	as	part	of	daily	routine,	keeping	those	whose	sexual	
orientations	were	not	hetero	 (this	 includes	gay,	 lesbian,	queer	or	
transsexual)	 under	 the	 stigmatizing	 labels	 of	 deranged,	 vicious,	
perverted, minor corruptors, immoral or, in the best case, just sick.
In 2005, Spanish Parliament approved a law recognizing 
marriage between people of the same sex and establishing full 
recognition	 of	 legal	 rights	 for	 homosexuals,	 ending	with	 all	 legal	
discrimination	related	to	sexual	orientation	of	any	person.	By	that	
time,	 only	 two	 other	 countries	 (Belgium	 and	 The	 Netherlands)	
enjoyed	 similar	 laws.	 In	 the	 short	 lapse	 of	 a	 generation	 (from	
1979/1983	 to	 2005)	 Spain	 moved	 from	 criminalization	 of	 gay	
conducts	to	become	a	world	leader	in	the	recognition	of	equality.
The	 fact	 that	 this	 recognition	 arrived	 in	 the	 shape	 of	 marriage	
among people of the same sex becomes even more extraordinary 
if	 we	 take	 into	 account	 that	 gay	 and	 lesbian	 organizations	 had	
pointed	 out	 legal	 recognition	 for	 couples	 (not	 marriage	 itself)	
in	 the	 early	 nineties	 and	 that	 the	 explicit	 demand	 for	 gay	
marriage	 did	 not	 appear	 until	 the	 celebrations	 of	 the	 1999	 Gay	
Pride	 Day.	 What	 seemed	 unimaginable	 even	 for	 activists	 just	
a few years before  became a fact in a short period of six years.
Legal changes came accompanied by a deep social change. 

Until	 the	 1978	 Constitution	 restored	 democratic	 institutions,	
homosexuality	 was	 considered	 as	 an	 offense	 to	 law	 in	 Spain.	 To	
repress	it,	the	“Law	against	vagrants	and	rogues”	(valid	until	1970)	and	
the	“Law	for	Social	Dangerousness”	(from	1970	to	1978)	allowed	to	
fine,	jail	or	decree	the	internment	of	homosexuals	in	mental	asylums.
Consequently, the protesters depicted in the picture were, by June 
26th	1977,	 criminals	 to	 the	eye	of	 the	 law	of	 that	time,	 and	 the	
organization	 convoking	 the	 demonstration,	-Front	 d’Alliberament	
Gai de Catalunya- was illegal. A number of people ranging from 
4.000 to 5.000 took part in the march that took place in the 
Ramblas promenade, in the heart of Barcelona. Gay protesters were 
accompanied	by	members	of	far	left	organisations,	both	anarchists	
and	marxists	from	non-parliament	parties.	For	the	first	time,	slogans	
such as “my body is mine and I do what I want with it” “Sexual Amnesty” 
and “We’re not dangerous” were publically heard. Police charged 
against protesters, causing several wounded and one detainee.
The	 country	 was	 discovering	 its	 new	 democracy,	 and	 the	 first	
democratic	 elections	 since	 1936	 had	 taken	 place	 just	 eleven	
days	 before.	 Cataluña	 was	 the	 only	 place	 in	 Spain	 at	 that	 time	
where gay movement was united and where it shown in public 
its	 condition,	 demanding	 their	 rights.	 The	 demonstration	 in	
Barcelona	 was	 the	 first	 in	 Spain.	 The	 following	 year	 (1978)	
Madrid	 celebrated	 its	 first	 Gay	 Pride	Day.	 In	 following	 occasions,	
demonstration	banners	will	continue	demanding	the	end	of	police	
raids, aggressions and killings against gay people while proclaiming 
principles related to liberty: “love is free. You cannot censor it”.
But democracy did not bring by itself equality under the law 

(Nazario Luque – personal archive)

1977 – Barcelona – Gay Pride demonstration



BARCELONA	-	1977.	Gay	Pride	demostration.	Personal	archive’s	Nazario	Luque
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Although	the	Catholic	Church	and	right-wing	political	organizations	
organized an intense campaign against gay marriage, polls showed 
a	wide	majority	of	people	in	favour	of	it,	and	the	further	practical	
application	of	the	law	has	given	proof	of	the	complete	normalization	
of	 the	 new	 situation,	 without	 major	 tension	 or	 debate.	 The	
question	 got	 finally	 solved	 when	 in	 2012	 the	 Constitutional	
Court	 refused	 the	 appeal	 of	 unconstitutionality	 that	 had	 been	
lodged	 against	 the	 law	 and	 the	 conservatives,	 even	 holding	 full	
majority in the parliament refused to make any change in the law.
If	 the	 first	 generation	 of	 the	 gay	movement	 reached	 the	 goal	 of	
decriminalization,	 the	 second	 succeeded	 in	 its	 demand	 for	 full	
recognition	 under	 the	 law	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 democratic	 universal	
principles	such	as	equality.	At	the	same	time	as	legal	changes	were	
being	introduced,	a	deep	transformation	on	the	social	perception	
of homosexuality took place, revealing even deeper changes in 
ethical values, respect to diversity and coexistence. Far away from 
those	 minority	 demonstrations	 that	 ended	 up	 with	 the	 police	
charging	 against	 them,	 the	 celebration	 of	 the	 Gay	 Pride	 Day	 in	
Madrid has evolved into a massive party that gathers more than 
a million people together, becoming a leisure and cultural event 
that	attracts	dozens	of	thousands	of	visitors	from	foreign	countries.
Even	 when	 there	 still	 remain	 certain	 redoubts	 of	 homophobia	
and	 hostile	 attitudes	 towards	 gay	 people,	 probably	 there’s	 no	
other aspect in which Spanish society has changed in such a 
deep,	 fast	 and	 evident	 way	 during	 the	 last	 democratic	 period.	
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lasted, entering the European Community was not a possibility.
Negotiations	could	only	start	once	a	parliament	and	a	government	
legitimated	 by	 democratic	 procedures	 had	 been	 established.	
Accessing the club of consolidated democracies and developed 
economies was unanimously felt as a need and somehow it was the 
way to leave behind some kind of historical inferiority complex. In 
those	conditions,	negotiations	for	accessing	the	UE	were	managed	
with urgency from the Spanish side as long as any price seemed fair 
in order to reach the goal. There was no symmetry at this extent from 
the	community	partners,	which	could	negotiate	attending	to	their	
own	interests	and	imposing	conditions.	Agriculture	and	industry	paid	
the price of this unequal trade, and only the working class groups 
belonging to the best organized industrial sectors were capable to 
show	a	 resistance	 that	 suffered	 the	handicap	of	 facing	a	 socialist	
government	with	 close	 ties	 to	 a	major	 trade	 union	 and	 absolute	
majority	in	the	parliament.	Even	with	these	given	conditions,	conflicts	
were	 harsh	 in	 the	 practice	 and	 they	 went	 on	 for	 a	 long	 period.
The image depicts a worker from the Gijón shipyard Cantábrico y 
Riera covered with a mask and throwing metal debris against the 
police	with	 the	help	of	 a	primitive	 “home-made	weapon”.	Under	
the body of the worker, over the shipyard wall, we can read a 
graffiti	showing	the	motto	“we	must	be	optimistic”	pronounced	by	
a person who has just been beaten in the head. Photograph was 
awarded	in	its	time	and	has	been	reproduced	many	times	since	then.

Economic crisis unchained from 1973 onwards took place in Spain 
at	the	same	time	as	the	country	was	switching	from	a	dictatorship	
to	a	democracy.	The	governments	of	that	time,	under	the	urge	of	
the	priority	of	 the	political	 process	 and	 in	 a	 continuous	 situation	
of weakness, delayed undertaking economic measures for years 
while	unemployment	continued	rising.	Only	when	political	stability	
arrived,	 starting	 in	 parallel	 negotiations	 to	 access	 the	 European	
Community, adjustment measures appeared accompanied by hard 
social consequences that met the response of the workers. Industrial 
conflicts	during	the	eighties	displayed	in	many	ways	the	defeat	of	the	
working class movement, which had been a decisive player in the 
resistance to the dictatorship and key in the return to democracy. 
Conquer of freedom and labour rights gave way to the defence of jobs 
and major cuts in economical sectors where working class movement 
was stronger such as shipyards, steel industries and mining.
In the Spanish case, access to European Community (Jannuary 1st 
1986)	was	an	undeniable	goal	and	there	was	no	debate,	nor	political	
or	 social,	 around	 the	point.	 Several	generations	of	 Spaniards	had	
looked to their European neighbors in search of references of 
richer	and	more	free	societies,	had	migrated	in	search	of	jobs,	had	
received	every	year	millions	of	tourists,	searched	for	information	in	
foreign press and radio, requested their solidarity, read their authors 
or	 brought	 clandestine	 books	 that	 would	 have	 been	 impossible	
to print in their country. As long as the Francoist dictatorship 

(photograph by Juan Carlos Tuero)

1987 – Gijón – working class mobilizations against industrial 
dismantlement
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Street	 clashes	 against	 police	 forces,	 massive	 demonstrations	
general	 strikes…	 the	mobilizations	 of	 shipyard	 and	 steel	 workers	
conditioned	 the	 life	of	 the	 cities	 in	which	 industries	were	 settled	
throughout	 the	 eighties	 in	 the	 same	 way	 that	 miner’s	 protests	
did	during	the	nineties	or	even	in	recent	dates	such	as	2012.	Old	
industrial and mining districts entered a long period of decay 
that condemned the youth to massive unemployment and 
sunk	 whole	 communities	 in	 a	 depressive	 environment.	 Working	
cultures	and	values	of	solidarity	and	collective	action	were	put	 in	
peril	 together	with	 the	 undermining	 of	 the	material	 foundations	
and the social networks upon which they had been built around.
Decent job and labor rights became scarce goods and those workers 
who	 had	 briefly	 conquered	 such	 working	 conditions	 during	 the	
short lapse between the end of the dictatorship and the beginning 
of the democracy became as menacing as an endangered species 
that	the	same	time	watched	with	drama	the	future	of	their	children,	
much	better	trained	than	them	thanks	to	a	public	and	all	inclusive	
educational	system,	but	faced	to	permanent	instability.	Defending	
mines and factories meant, from this point of view, defending 
as well a way of life and a set of social conquers against which 
economical and law changes imposed in the name of the market 
were	 also	 an	 attack.	 Such	 transformations	 left	 in	 practice,	 little	
space	for	the	optimism	that	the	picture’s	graffiti	ironically	appealed.
Social	 cost	 of	 deindustrialization	 and	 the	 irreversible	 trend	 to	
precarize	 working	 conditions,	 closely	 linked	 to	 the	 process	 of	
European	integration	together	with	global	changes	in	world	politics	
and	economy,	show	the	other	side	of	modernization	and	have	costed	
a	high	price	in	terms	of	cohesion	and	perspectives	of	future.	Working	
class	struggle	based	upon	class	discourses	an	vindication	of	working	
and	social	rights	have	given	way	to	an	individualistic	environment	
that	 ends	 up	 with	 relations	 and	 communal	 vision	 of	 troubles.



GIJÓN-	1987.	Working	class	mobilizations	against	industrial	dismantlement.	
Photo by Juan Carlos Tuero
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more expensive, have been deployed across the border, but once 
and again the have shown unable to content the pressure. In the 
borders	of	Ceuta	 and	Melilla	 contention	barriers	have	been	built	
showing	with	particular	clarity	to	the	rest	of	the	world	the	of	inhuman	
nature of a way of solving the problem that expresses in any case are 
focused to help the human tragedy they face nor tackle the causes 
of the trouble in the countries of origin. Metal fences of several 
metres of height reinforced with barb wires below and sharp razors 
at	the	top	that	cut	hands	and	flesh	of	those	who	dare	to	jump	to	the	
other	side.	From	time	to	time,	avalanches	of	despaired	people	try	
their luck whilst the Moroccan and Spanish police forces reply with 
violence , all within the perimeter of a border where, due to its “no 
man’s land” nature, laws and principles seem to be non applicable.
The	photograph,	entitled	by	its	author	“Landscapes	of	desolation”	
was taken in 2014 and since the moment of its release was . The 
contrast	between	the	golf	players	portrayed	 in	 the	first	 term	and	
the Africans jumping the fence a few metres away from them does 
not need to be explained. But several data help us to make the 
whole picture: the Melilla Golf Course, with its carefully maintained 
lawn	that	needs	intense	irrigation	in	a	semidesertic	place,	was	built	
in 2008 with a budget of 2 million euros, 80% of which came from 
FEDER	 European	 funds.	 Just	 few	months	 before	 (February	 2014)	
fourteen people had died drowned in the Bay of Ceuta trying to 
avoid the fence. Spanish Guardia Civil, instead of helping them 

Spain, which counted in 2000 roughly 40 million inhabitants, reached 
a	figure	of	47	million	by	2010.	Being	one	of	the	countries	with	the	
lowest birth rate in the world, all demographic growth came from 
a	massive	 stream	of	 immigration	 that	 started	 in	 the	 late	years	of	
the	20th	century	and	that	did	not	stop	until	the	effects	of	the	2008	
economical	crisis	put	an	end	to	the	flow.	Traditionally	a	country	of	
emigrants,	Spain	suddenly	became	a	 receiver	of	 immigration	and	
foreign	people	came	to	approach	the	10%	of	the	whole	population.	
Largest	foreign	communities	(Romanians,	Moroccans,	Ecuadorians	
and	 Chinese)	 set	 the	 diversity	 of	 origins	 of	 the	 recently	 arrived.
Besides economical growth, boosted and overheated by a brick 
bubble	which	finally	revealed	as	a	major	structural	failure,	the	Spanish	
appeal	 was	 related	 to	 its	 strategic	 position	 as	 a	 gate	 to	 Europe.	
Cultural	ties	with	Latin	America	and	geographical	closeness	to	Africa	
reinforce this feature. Regarding its southern neighbors, Spanish per 
capita	income	multiplies	by	ten	that	of	the	Moroccans	and	the	figure	
rises to 30 compared to the countries located south of the Sahara. 
This	 trench	 of	 inequality	 generates	 an	 intense	migratory	 flow	 of	
people ready to cross all obstacles in the search of an opportunity to 
improve. Crossing the sea in rickety boats overloaded with passengers 
who risk their lives doing the trip or trying to cross the land border 
offered	by	the	cities	of	Ceuta	and	Melilla	are	the	main	entrance	ways	
for	a	huge	contingent	of	people	who	don’t	have	legal	ways	to	enter.
To	stop	illegal	immigration,	all	sort	of	means,	each	time	more	and	

(photograph by José Palazón)

2014 – Melilla – golf course next to the fence 
with the Moroccan border 



MELILLA	-	2014.	Golf	course	next	to	the	fence	with	the	Moroccan	border.	Photo	by	José	Palazón
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in	a	situation	of	 risk	 for	 the	 life	of	 the	migrants,	 started	shooting	
rubber balls against the people in the sea. Spanish government lied 
when	reporting	about	what	had	happened	until	the	public	release	
of several video recordings revealed what had really happened.
The Gibraltar Strait has become since years in a massive graveyard 
in	whose	bottom	rest	the	bodies	of	those	who	drown	and	die	trying	
to reach Europe. As in the tragedies of Lesbos and Lampedusa, 
these	crossing	corridors	become	raw	and	stark	demonstrations	of	
inequality,	 injustice	 and	 indifference	 towards	 human	 pain.	 They	
are	 as	 well	 a	 distorting	mirror	 that	 casts	 a	 sinister	 image	 of	 the	
real distance between the principles of democracy and respect 
for	 human	 rights	 that	 Europe	 publically	 claims	 and	 its	 practical	
implementation	of	such	statements.	They	set	the	difference	from	
the	image	that	we	pretend	to	offer	of	ourselves	and	the	image	we	
offer	when	we	are	put	onto	test.	At	the	same	time,	the	presence	
of	 non-government	 associations	 and	 volunteers	 helping	 the	
migrants	with	solidarity	and	spreading	information	trying	to	make	
aware	 the	 public	 opinion	 gives	 testimony	 of	 humanitarian	 aims	
founded	 on	 ethical	 values	 far	 away	 from	 xenophobic	 attitudes	
shown by part of the society or by governments themselves.
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The 1950s were the years of chicory, since from the postwar 
years	 up	 to	 the	 1960s	 this	 plant	 was	 utilized	 as	 a	 substitute	 of	
the	coffee	(it	is	still	in	use	nowadays	in	the	rural	communities	just	
for	 nostalgic	 reasons).	 The	 economic	 self-sufficient	 still	 remains,	
but	 the	 North	 American	 (and	 Argentinean)	 support	 arrived	 in	
the context of the cold war and a new industrial development 
with public investment in mining and metallurgical sectors of 
Xixón	 and	 Avilés	 began.	 Those	 are	 years	 of	 moral	 and	 political	
repression	 (officially	 doctrine	 of	 the	 national	 Catholicism).	

The 1960s were the years of change. The	 acceleration	 of	
industrial	 development	 turned	 Asturies	 for	 the	 first	 time	 into	 a	
land	of	immigrants.	A	new	society	of	consumption	was	established,	
with	 large	 sections	 of	 the	working	 classes	 reached	high	 levels	 of	
purchasing	 power.	 At	 the	 same	 time,	 The	 first	mass	movements	
of	 opposition	 against	 the	 dictatorship	 with	 the	 rebirth	 of	 the	
Asturian	 Labour	 Movement,	 that	 carried	 out	 a	 demonstration	
by the mining strikes of 1962 and of the following years. 

The 1970s were the years of crisis. The world economic crisis since 
1973,	 crisis	 of	 the	 production	model	 (mining	 and	metallurgical),	
political	crisis	of	the	dictatorship	and	the	beginning,	after	the	Franco’s	
death,	of	a	transition	from	fascism	up	to	the	parliamentary	monarchy.	
The	post-Franco	political	class	set	its	goals	in	the	integration	of	Spain	
in the EEC, with important consequences for the Asturian economy. 
The	cultural	crisis	of	the	fascist	model	was	reflected	in	the	strength	

The	 slogan	 of	 Franco’s	 Spain	 “Spain	 is	 different”,	 that	wanted	 to	
seduce	the	European	potential	people	 in	the	1960s,	 represents	a	
good	example	of	the	Spanish	specificity	within	the	European	context	
in	the	20th	century.	Spain	did	not	take	part	in	the	WWII,	but	suffered	
a	terrible	civil	between	fascism	and	anti-fascism	from	1936	to	1939.	
With	the	country	ravaged	and	politically	and	economically	isolated,	
the	postwar	period	continued	as	long	as	1956,	when	the	production	
levels reached those of 1936. Spain, together with Portugal, was 
the	only	fascist	régime	that	survived	after	the	WWII.	The	Asturies	
is	a	territory	that	has	slightly	different	respect	to	the	other	places	
of Spain. It is more industrially developed, mainly in the mining and 
metallurgical sector and has a urban society with a strong weight of 
rural	communities;	 it	has	an	old	labour,	political	and	trade	unions	
tradition.	 It	 has	a	 cultural	 specificity,	 reflected	 in	 the	 surviving	of	
protest	 demonstrations	 to	 the	 political	 system,	 that	 have	 their	
reference	 points	 in	 the	 Asturian	 language	 and	 rural	 traditions.	

The 1940s were the of blood, where	there	were	the	last	attempts	
to organize a Republican guerrilla against the Franco dictatorship 
in	 the	 context	of	 a	 terrible	political	 repression	 (more	8,000	dead	
people	 on	 a	 population	 of	 837,000	 inhabitants).	 The	 political	
and	 economic	 isolation	 of	 the	 régime	 (there	 was	 no	 Marshall	
Plan	 for	 Spain	 which	 was	 expelled	 from	 the	 United	 Nations)	
promoted	 a	 self-sufficient	 system	 in	 the	 Asturian	 industry.	

Context Sheet: Asturias from 1940 to 1980.
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of the feminist movement and the protest against the laws banning 
divorce	 and	 punishing	 abortion	 and	 adultery.	 In	 these	 years	 of	
crisis,	however,	Asturian	culture	was	revived	after	a	long	period	of	
repression	by	the	dictatorship,		with	the	first	Asturian	language	claims.	

The 1980s were the years of modernity. The Asturian society, as 
the Spanish society, tried to integrate into the European culture 
after	fifty	years	of	isolation.	Those	were	years	of	great	generational	
breaks, of the explosion of the of the heroine, as a mass phenomenon, 
of	 industrial	 reconversions,	 justified	by	 the	 European	 integration,	
that	will	bring	a	real	social	disintegration	of	inter-communities.	But	
they also were the years in which Spain and the Asturies join ECC. 
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Imprenta 1954
(Printing Press, 1954)

represents the economic development of Franco’s Spain in 
general	 terms	 and	of	 the	Asturies	 in	particolar:	 for	 the	first	time	
the	working	 class	had	capacity	of	 consumption.	The	Vespa	 is	 the	
mirror of this development. The image of a young coupleon a 
Vespa, an Italian scooter, represents a symbol of the economic 
development	and	of	the	end	of	isolation.	The	clothes	worn	by	the	
two	 young	 people	 are	 a	 further	 proof	 of	 the	 relative	modernity	
that	was	present	also	in	the	cities	of	the	Asturies.	The	picture	was	
taken	in		L’Entregu,	in	the	municipality	of	Samartín	del	Rei	Aurelio.

the	picture	shows	a	shop	in	La	Felguera,	a	municipality	of	Llangréu.	In	
particolar,	it	shows	a	fourtheen	years	old	boy	at	work.	This	photo	has	
been chosen because it represents by the history of the Asturies and 
of	its	will	to	stimulate	the	industrial	sector	by	the	exploitation	of	work.	
It	often	was	child	labour.	In	Franco’s	Spain,	in	1938,	after	the	approval	
of the Fuero del Trabajo (an	imitation	af	the	Italian	Charter of Labor 
of	1927),	boys	could	begin	to	work	after	taking	fourteen	years	of	age

Pareya en Vespa 1965
(A couple on a Vespa 1965)



THE	ASTURIES	-	Imprenta	(Printing),	1954.	Fourteen	years	old	working	boy.
The	exploitation	of	labor	in	the	industrial	Austuries	often	including	work	of	children

THE	ASTURIES	-	Día	de	la	Cultura	(Culture	Day),	1976.	
Franco	was	dead,	but	his	régime	has	not	yet	fallen	down
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Picture	of	a	great	beautiful.	It	is	so	beautiful	that	it	seems	almost	a	
photo taken to be printed for a review. Actaually, it is part of a family 
photo	album.	The	Culture	Day	was	a	semi-clandestine	celebration,	
organized	by	the	left-wing	of	the	Asturies	starting	from	1972,	that	
officially	took	the	place	of	the	traditional	celebration	of	the	Asturies,	
called		“de	prau”	(rural).	It	was	celebrated	in	the	Carbayera de Los 
Maizales,	municipality	of	Xixón,	with	the	participation	of	thousands	
of	people.	The	edition	of	1976	(on	8	August)	was	the	first	that	was	
celebrated	after	the	death	of	the	dictator	Francisco	Franco	(1892-
1975).	It	was	taken	place	with	the	opposition	still	clandestine	and	
with	the	régime	reformist	forces	busy	to	in	the	Gattopardo	operation,	
which	aim	was	to	change	the	Franco’s	régime	into	a	parliamentary	
monarchy, similar to the European ones. In the image, we can see the 
Republican	tricolor	flag	(red,	yellow	and	purple).	It	was	absolutely	
prohibited,	as	symbolized	the	legitimacy	of	the	Spanish	Republic	II.

Día de la Cultura 1976
(Culture Day 1976)



THE ASTURIES - Día de la Cultura (Culture Day),	1976.	Franco	was	dead,	but	his	régime	has	not	yet	fallen	down
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is	 a	 real	 example	 of	 the	 change	 in	 Spain	 of	 1980s.	 For	 the	 first	
time	women	can	join	the	Guardia	Civil,	a	military	police	force	(who	
joins	it	cannot	take	part	in	parties	and	in	trade	unions).	This	force	
traditionally	 had	 to	 repress	 protests	 of	 the	 lower	 sectors	 of	 the	
society	 and	was	 the	 symbol	of	 reactionary	 cultural	 values.	When	
women join it, it began a phase of real change. This picture was 
taken in Madrid in 1984. The image of a woman stands out that 
near	her	colleagues	(that	were	men)	wears	a	nine-century	uniform.

Xura de bandera 1984
(Pledge of allegiance 1984)



THE	ASTURIES	-	Xura	de	bandera	(Piedge	of	allegiance),	1984.	For	the	first	time	women	joined	the	Guardia	Civil
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Source: dpa / picture alliance

At	the	 latest	after	the	foundation	of	the	European	Coal	and	Steel	
Community in 1952, there was no doubt anymore about the 
will	 of	 the	 German	 chancellor	 Konrad	 Adenauer	 (1876-1967)	 to	
support	the	integration	process	to	the	West	of	the	Federal	Republic	
of	 Germany.	 Initially	 the	 France	 contradicted	 the	 creation	 of	 a	
German	 State	 or	 rather	 inclined	 towards	 a	 complete	 separation	
of the Saarland, the Westphalia and the Rhineland. But from 
1952 also the France and its President Charles de Gaulle (1890-
1970)	 favoured,	 together	with	 the	other	Allies,	 the	 integration	of	
Germany into the West block. France and Germany went to be the 
principal	 motor	 of	 the	 European	 construction.	 The	 overcoming	
of the old rivalries between France and Germany, which had 
characterized the two previous centuries, was the fundamental part.
A very important moment for the approach of the two countries 
was surely the visit in Germany of de Gaulle in September 1962 
and his speech in Ludwigsburg, given in German and addressed “to 
the German youth”. The speech, which started with the words: “I 
congratulate you on being young”, received great resonance and 
influenced	 the	 pro-European	 spirit	 of	 this	 generation	 of	 German	
youth	in	a	lasting	way.	In	the	meantime	it	was	a	decisive	step	toward	
the	signature	of	the	Élysée	Treaty	a	few	months	later,	in	January	1963.

LUDWIGSBURG – 9 September, 1962. Charles de Gaulleduring his 
visit in Germany

 (dpa / picture alliance)



LUDWIGSBURG - 9 September, 1962. Charles de Gaulte during his visit in Germany
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Source:Nationaal	Archief.	Collezione	Anefo		nr.	918-8784	

The announcement of the engagement in 1965 between the 
princess Beatrix of the Netherlands and the German diplomat prince 
Claus	 von	 Amsberg	 caused	 a	 wave	 of	 anti-German	 resentments,	
which	never	soothed	and	which	characterized	the	difficult	cultural	
relationship	between	the	two	European	countries.	Only	since	1954	
it was possible for the Germans to cross the Dutch border without 
a	Visa.	During	the	commemorative	days	of	the	end	of	the	Second	
World	War	in	the	Netherlands	(4	and	5	May	1954),	the	tourists	of	the	
cities	near	the	border	were	hardly	welcomed	with	leaflets	with	the	
inscription:	“Deutsche	nicht	erwünscht”	(Germans	not	welcomed),	a	
demonstration	of	the	difficulty	with	the	processing	of	the	recent	past.	
In	 this	 time	 the	 prince	 Claus	 was	 not	 a	 welcomed	 person	 for	
the	 Dutch	 people	 because	 of	 his	 National	 Socialist	 past	 as	 a	
member	 of	 the	 Hitler	 Jugend	 and	 after	 that	 of	 the	Wehrmacht.	
The	 fact	 became	 political	 and	 only	 after	 having	 clarified	 the	
absolutely marginal role of the prince during the War as well 
his	 collaboration	 with	 the	 Allies,	 the	 people	 calmed	 down,	
hoping	 of	 a	 slow	 “de-germanisation”	 of	 the	 future	 consort.	
The wedding took place on the 10 March 1966 in Amsterdam with 
a	 few	 protests.	 In	 the	 same	 year	 the	 anti-German	 resentments	
turned to the new German commander of a NATO base in Dutch 
territory,	Johann	Adolf	Graf	von	Kielmansegg,	ex-Wehrmacht	official.

AMSTERDAM – 10 March, 1966. The (difficult) relationship between 
two countries. The princess Beatrix and the prince Claus as an 

engaged couple
Nationaal Archief, Collezione Anefo



AMSTERDAM	-	10	March,	1966.	The	(difficult)	relationship	between	two	countries.	The	princess	Beatrix	and	the	prince	Claus	as	an	engaged	couple.
	Nationaal	Archief,	Collezione	Anefo
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Source:Nationaal	Archief.	Collezione	Anefo		nr.	923-0186	
Licence	CC-BY

During	 the	 German	 integration	 process	 into	 the	West	 block	 and	
the	 building	 of	 European	 structures	 in	 the	 sixties,	 the	 president	
of the Federal Republic of Germany Heinrich Lübke had met 
personally nearly all the heads of the western European states, 
apart from the Queen Juliana of the Netherlands. Only with 
the	 election	 of	 Gustav	 Heinemann	 as	 president	 of	 the	 Republic,	
Den	 Haag	 accepted	 the	 official	 meeting.	 Unlike	 Lübke,	 the	 new	
president	Heinemann	had	manifestly	an	anti-National	Socialist	past.
From the 24 to the 27 November 1969 Heinemann achieved 
his	 historical	 visit	 to	 the	 Netherlands.	 He	 was	 the	 first	 German	
head	 of	 state	 visiting	 officially	 the	 country	 since	 62	 years.	
On	this	occasion	Heinemann	put	down	a	wreath	of	flowers	in	front	
of	 the	 Hollandsche	 Schouwburg,	 a	 commemorative	 monument	
of	 the	 Jewish	 deportation.	 A	 gesture	 extremely	 symbolic,	
which	 demonstrated	 a	 further	 step	 towards	 the	 normalisation	
of	 the	 relations	 between	 Germany	 and	 the	 Netherlands.

AMSTERDAM – 24 November, 1969. Gustav Heinemann visits the 
Nationaal Monument

Nationaal Archief, Collezione Anefo



AMSTERDAM	-	24	November,	1969.	Gustav	Heinemann	visits	the	Nationaal	Monument.	Nationaal	Archief,	Collezione	Anefo
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Source: dpa / picture alliance

On	the	occasion	of	the	semi-finals	of	the	UEFA	European	Football	
Championship	in	1988,	held	in	Hamburg,	the	Netherlands	national	
team played against West Germany and won 2 to 1. A victory, which 
can be described as historical, not only in footballing terms. In fact 
more	than	the	winning	final	against	 the	Soviet	Union,	 the	victory	
against	the	Germans	showed	the	revenge	of	a	little	nation	against	his	
neighbour,	which	–	still	in	the	end	of	the	eighties	–	continued	to	frighten.	
The	 euphoric	 celebrations,	 which	 invested	 the	 Netherlands	
during the next days, were maybe the biggest since the 
Liberation	 in	 1945	 and	 they	 represented	 definitely	 a	 feeling	 of	
redemption,	 which	 projected	 in	 the	 football	 stadium	 the	 anti-
German resentment, that had characterized the post-war period. 
In	the	previous	two	years	the	strong	work	of	integration	between	
the	 border	 zones	 were	 concretized.	 It	 began	 in	 the	 seventies	
thanks	 to	 Alfred	 Mozer	 with	 the	 objective	 of	 reinforce,	 through	
cooperation,	 the	 otherwise	 peripheral	 condition	 of	 the	 cities	
along the border. The development of the cultural and sports 
relations	 represented	 the	 beginning	 of	 the	 work	 of	 the	 Euregio.	
At	first	 in	 an	 informal	way,	 than	 from	 the	middle	of	 the	eighties,	
through	 the	 development	 of	 new	 structures	 of	 cooperation,	
which	 went	 official	 with	 the	 agreement	 of	 Anholt	 in	 1991.			

(dpa / picture alliance)

HAMBURG – 21 June, 1988. European Football Championship 
semi-final 



HAMBURG	-	21	June,	1988.	European	Football	Championship	semi-final



45

Foundation	of	the	Customs	union	
Willy Brandt Chancellor of West Germany and 
beginning	of	the	new	Ostpolitik
Meeting	between	the	West	German	president	
Gustav Heinemann and the Dutch Queen Juliana in 
Den Haag
Willy Brandt kneels down at the monument of 
victims	of	the	Warsaw	Ghetto
The German chancellor Helmut Schmidt signs the 
Helsinki	Accords	(OSCE)
The	European	Monetary	System	(EMS)	comes	into	
force
The German chancellor Helmut Kohl and the French 
president	Francois	Mitterand	visit	together	the	
battlefield	of	Verdun
The	Single	European	Act	(SEA)	comes	into	force
The Netherlands wins against Germany in the semi-
final	of	the	UEFA	European	Championship	of	football	
2:1
The fall of the Berlin Wall and the opening of the 
eastern	frontiers
Reunification	of	Germany
Maastricht Treaty: the EC became the EU (European 
Union)
Signing of the Schengen Agreement
Foundation	of	the	European	Central	Bank	(ECB)
Introduction	of	the	Euro

Konrad Adenauer Chancellor of West Germany and 
the	 beginning	 of	 the	 integration	 process	Western
Division	of	Germany:	25/5	foundation	of	West	
Germany,	7/10	foundation	of	East	Germany	
Entry of Germany into the Council of Europe 
Schuman	Declaration	about	the	creation	of	the	
European	Coal	and	Steel	Community	(ECSC)
ECSC comes into force: FR, GE, IT, BE, NE, LU
Entry of Germany into the Western European 
Union and the NATO
Agreement between West Germany and other 
Countries for helping the mobility of foreign 
workers to Germany 
Treaty	of	Rome:	Foundation	of	the	European	
Economy	Community	(EEC)	and	the	European	
Atomic	Energy	Community	(EAEC)
Construction	of	the	Berlin	Wall
The French president De Gaulle gives a speech to 
the	“German	Youth“	in	Ludwigsburg
Adenauer and De Gaulle sign the treaty of 
friendship between Germany and France in Paris 
Ludwig	Erhard	visits	the	Netherlands	as	the	first	
chancellor of West Germany 
The	“German	Week“	takes	place	in	Rotterdam
Wedding of the Dutch princess Beatrix and the 
German diplomat Claus von Amsberg
Merging of the EEC, EAEC and ECSC into the 
European	Community	(EC)	

with particular reference to relations with the Netherlands

Chronology

1949-1963

1949

1950
09/05/1950

23/07/1952
1955

From
20/12/1955

25/03/1957

13/08/1961
09/09/1962

22/01/1963

1964

Autumn 1964
10/03/1966

01/07/1967

01/07/1968
1969-1974

Nov. 1969

07/12/1970

01/08/1975

13/03/1979

1984

01/07/1987
21/06/1988

09/11/1989

03/10/1990
01/11/1993

26/03/1995
1998
01/01/1999
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Danube	 bridges	 in	 Budapest).	 From	 foreign	 policy	 perspective,	
the government did not have any room for maneuver: the only 
opportunity was to cooperate with other countries in the Soviet 
camp	in	economic	and	military	matters	(the	flags	of	Gerberstreasse).	
Following Stalin’s death in 1953, power struggles raged between 
Rákosi	 and	 Imre	 Nagy	 who	 launched	 a	 de-Stalinization	 process,	
until	 finally	 revolution	 and	 independence	war	 broke	 out	 in	 1956	
as a response of the unbearable repression. The Soviets defeated 
the	 independence	war	 in	a	short	time,	after	they	recognised	that	
they	did	not	have	to	be	afraid	of	 the	 intervention	of	 the	western	
powers according to status quo	 dictated	 by	 the	 Yalta	 system.

The	revolution	of	1956	proved	to	be	a	watershed.	The	Hungarians	
realized that they could not count on outside help to gain the 
independence and the Soviets saw that the Rakosi’s oppression is 
inoperable. A sort of compromise formed between the Hungarian 
nation	and	the	party	leadership:	due	to	some	mitigating	measures	
the	population	became	a	little	bit	more	satisfied,	but	the	opposition	
who	questioned	the	foundations	of	the	system	was	made	unviable	
henceforward. They were, however, constantly supplied with 
information	 from	 Radio	 Free	 Europe,	 which	 proved	 to	 be	 the	
most important contact between Hungary and the West for a 
long	 time.	 Coming	 into	 power	 and	 after	 making	 bloody	 reprisal	
on	 the	 revolutionaries	 of	 1956,	 János	 Kádár	 begun	 rationalizing	
the economy and he allowed a certain level of independence in 
the society. Finally the oil crisis in 1973 and 1979 hindered the 
economic recovery seriously, and Western loans were needed in 

Hungary together with her neighbours got into the Soviet sphere of 
interest in 1944-1945 as a result of the compromise between the 
victorious	powers	and	the	military	political	situation	evolved	by	the	
end of the World War II. During those nearly half a century, while 
Hungary belonged to the “Soviet bloc” the country’s sovereignty 
has	 always	 been	 limited.	 However,	 the	 extent	 of	 this	 restriction	
changed	time	by	time,	therefore	this	period	can	be	divided	into	four	
distinct	 sub-periods	 (1944-1949,	 1949-1956,	 1956,	 1956-1988).

In	 the	 first	 phase	 (1944-1949)	 the	 principles	 of	 the	 market	
economy	 and	 the	 political	 pluralism	 prevailed	 at	 the	 beginning.	
From	1947-1948,	however,	 the	elimination	of	multi-party	system,	
the	abolition	of	private	property,	the	reorganization	of	society	and	
the	 violent	 dissemination	 of	 Marxist	 ideology	 in	 intellectual	 life	
more	 and	more	 accelerated	 –	 with	 Soviet	 help.	 In	 addition,	 the	
Paris Peace Treaty was signed in 1947, which almost completely 
restored the state borders as they were before 1938. This period 
was	finally	closed	with	the	approval	of	a	new	constitution	in	1949.

In the one-party system evolved by 1949 Mátyás Rákosi was an 
emblematic	figure	who	was	trying	to	eliminate	his	political	opponents	
with well-known means of the Stalinist Soviet Union and to terrorize 
the	 discontented	 people	 with	 the	 help	 of	 the	 State	 Protection	
Authority.	Preparing	for	the	third	world	war,	forced	industrialization	
began in the Eastern bloc states and Hungary got the task to become 
“the	country	of	iron	and	steel”.	During	this	period	the	reconstruction	
had produced spectacular results (see the temporarily restored 

Historical Context: Hungary from 1945
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1980s to maintain the standard of living which was the basis of 
the	 Kádár’s	 compromise.	 Watching	 the	 international	 processes	
the	 socialist	 party	 and	 state	 leadership	 headed	 the	 political	 and	
economic reforms in the second half of the 1980s, and played 
a	 major	 role	 in	 a	 peaceful	 development	 of	 the	 democratic	
system	 after	 1990.	 At	 that	 time,	with	 the	 demolition	 of	 the	 Iron	
Curtain,	 Hungary	 returned	 to	 the	 common	 European	 circulation.
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During II World War all of the bridges on the Danube and 
the majority of bridges of Hungary were blowned up. Their 
reconstruction	 began	 in	 1945,	 with	 own	 resources,	 and	
ended	 in	 2001	 with	 contributions	 of	 the	 European	 Union.

 Archive of the Military Museum of Southern New England  in FORTEPAN

BUDAPEST– 1945. View from the Royal Palace (kilátás a Királyi Pa-
lotától)



BUDAPEST - 1945. View from the Royal Palace. Archive of the Military Museum of Southern New England
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For several decades, the Radio Free Europe was one of the most 
effective	 means	 of	 communication	 of	 the	 West	 toward	 Eastern	
Europe. Of course, the radio was a mean of propaganda, but 
showed a World that the Hungarians couldn’t get to know.

(Propagandaanyagot szállító luftballonokat töltenek fel a Szabad Európa Rádió munkatársai) in FORTEPAN

1945. The colleagues of Radio Free Europe are packing 
balloons full of propaganda material



HUNGARY	-	1945.	The	colleagues	of	Radio	Free	Europe	are	packing	balloons	full	of	propaganda	material
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And	here	is	the	image	of	the	Soviet	“bloc”:	all	flagged,	completely	
united,	but	held	 together	only	by	 force.	 Its	 integration	was	 just	a	
facade.

Photo by Urban Tama in FORTEPAN

HUNGARY – Gerberstrasse, 1982. 
The image of the Soviet “bloc”. 



HUNGARY	-	Gerberstrasse,	1982.	The	image	of	the	Soviet	“bloc”.	Photo	by	Urbán	Tamá
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The dismantling of the “iron curtain” was a purely symbolic 
gesture: for several years there was not enough money to make it 
to work. However, with the collapse of the Berlin Wall this marked 
the beginning of the disappearance of the European division.

* FORTEPAN is the biggest Hungarian online photo archive, where 
every	 image	 is	 licensed	 under	 Creative	 Commons	 CC-BY-SA-3.0.	
The work is done by volunteer editors and by volunteer aid.

Photo by Urban Tama in FORTEPAN

HUNGARY – 1989. Dismantle of the “Iron Curtain” on the 
Austrian-Hungarian border (a “vasfüggöny” lebontása a 

magyar–osztrák határon).



HUNGARY	-	1989.	Dismantle	of	the	“Iron	Curtain”	on	the	Austrian-Hungarian	border
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In	April	1945	were	finished	the	Soviet	operations	on	Hungarian	territory

Signing of the Peace Treaty with Hungary in Paris

Approving	the	new	constitution	Hungary	was	finished	adopting	the	Soviet	system

Stalin’s	death,	beginning	of	the	de-Stalinization

Outbreak	of	the	revolution

The two oil crises severely hamper economic recovery

Starts	the	dialogue	between	the	ruling	party	and	the	opposition	on	democratic	transit	of	power

The	first	free	elections	after	the	change	of	regime

Hungary joins the European Union

Chronology

1945

1947

1949

1953

1956

1973  - 1979

1989

1990

2004
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to	 limit	 manpower	 immigration	 from	 other	 Soviet	 republics.

Soviet Lithuanian society underwent considerable changes as well. 
In a general framework characterized by ideological egalitarianism, 
Lithuanian	society	underwent	a	process	of	modernization	in	which	
consumption	mentality	emerged.	In	the	1970s	youth	protests	became	
the epiphenomenon of society changes. The so called ‘Kaunas’ 
Spring’	 and	 the	 student	 Romas	 Kalanta’s	 self-immolation	 (1972)	
represented the two main events whose echo overlapped the borders 
of the USSR. Although the civil society played again an important 
role when the Lithuanian Helsinki group emerged in 1976, it became 
the main protagonist of Soviet Lithuanian in the following decade.

In	the	1980s	the	Lithuanian	political	panorama	started	to	change	as	
a result of Gorbachev’s new course. In 1988 Sajudis – the Lithuanian 
league for Perestrojka – was created and soon became the protagonist 
of	 political	 revolution.	 Sajudis	 political	 engagement	 and	 mass	
mobilization	led	to	the	secession	of	Lithuania	from	the	USSR	on	11	
March	1990.	Some	extremely	critical	months	and	progressively	more	
tensed	relations	with	Moscow	followed.	While	74-day-commercial	
embargo was imposed on Lithuania in April, in January 1991 it was 
the	 Soviet	 Army	 that	 tried	 to	 silence	 the	 Lithuanian	 revolution.	
On 13 January the Army stormed the Lithuanian Television killing 
14 people and wounding more than 700. In the following months 
however	the	international	community	started	to	recognize	de jure 
the new independent state. The 1990s represented for Lithuania the 
pathway	to	the	integration	with	the	West.	The	access	to	the	EU	and	

Lithuania emerged from the ashes of the Tsarist Empire in 1918. 
The independent state, however, lasted just a couple of decades. 
In 1939 the Molotov-Ribbentrop pact assigned Lithuania to the 
Soviet	sphere	of	 influence.	The	Soviet	occupation	and	annexation	
of	 Lithuania	 in	1940	was	 soon	 followed	by	mass	deportations.	 In	
June 1941 about 17,500 people were compelled to leave their 
homes	 and	 transferred	 to	 Siberia.	 The	 Nazi	 occupation	 (1941-
1944)	turned	out	to	be	one	of	the	most	painful	periods	in	recent	
Lithuanian history. Nazi policies led to the almost complete 
extermination	of	the	Lithuanian	Jews:	about	195,000	people	(95%	
of	 the	 local	 Jewish	 population)	 were	 killed.	 The	 second	 Soviet	
occupation,	which	began	in	1944	and	lasted	until	the	collapse	of	the	
USSR,	determined	 the	overall	 redefinition	of	 the	state	structures.

After	 having	 been	 transformed	 into	 a	 republic	 with	 limited	
sovereignty,	Soviet	Lithuania	(1944-1990)	experienced	an	extremely	
complex period. Armed Lithuanian resistance was defeated in 
1953. The new Soviet Republic rapidly became an oppressive 
machine controlling the economic life and the social body of the 
country. Five-year-economic plans and ideology represented 
the	 preconditions	 for	 the	 industrialization	 of	 Lithuania	 and	 the	
progressive growth of urban centres. In the Soviet period Lithuania 
experienced	 also	 the	 progressive	 ethnicization	 of	 its	 own	 social	
body.	On	the	one	hand,	the	‘repatriation’	to	Poland	of	the	Polish-
speaking	population	living	in	the	eastern	region	of	Lithuania	(1944-
1947)	helped	 change	 the	ethnic	balance	of	 the	Republic.	On	 the	
other	hand,	high	birthrates	represented	an	important	precondition	

Historical Context: Lithuania
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NATO	in	2004,	and	the	adoption	of	the	euro	as	the	national	currency	
in	 2015	 represented	 the	main	 results	 of	 the	 integration	 process.

The four photos I chose exemplify some of the social changes that 
occurred	in	Soviet	Lithuania.	In	particular,	they	show	the	process	of	
urbanization	and	the	fast	development	of	urban	styles	of	life.	Not	only	
as	the	ideological	substratum	of	five-year-plans	unable	to	preserve	
the	 population	 from	 the	 spread	 of	 consumption	mentality	 but	 it	
paradoxically	stimulated	the	emergence	of	it	and	of	today’s	Lithuania.



KAUNAS - 1970s . Living architecture in Soviet Lithuania. Archive of the Library of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Vilnius



KARKLININKAI - 1970s. Partecipants in a seminar for amateur theatre companies. Archive of the Library of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Vilnius



ŠIAULIAi - 1970s. A worker at the TV sets factory in the city. Archive of the Library of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences, Vilnius



VILNIUS	-	1970s.	A	designer	shows	the	new	collection	of	bags	produced	at	Red	Star	factory.	Archive	of	the	Library	of	the	Lithuanian	Academy	of	Sciences,	Vilnius
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Chronology

Emergence	of	the	Lithuania	nation	state.

First	Soviet	occupation.

Nazi	occupation.

Begining	of	the	second	Soviet	occupation.

‘Repatriation’	of	the	Polish	population.

End	of	the	main	wave	of	deportations	to	Siberia	that	had	begun	in	1940.		End	of	the	Lithuanian	Armed	Resistence.

Youth	movement	protests,	‘Kaunas	Spring’	and	self-immolation	of	Romans	Kalanta.

The Lithuanian Helsinki Group was created.

Public	denunciation	of	the	Molotov-Ribbentrop	treaty	by	the	opposition	movement	Lietuvos Laisvès Lyga.

Foundation	of	the	Lietuvos Persitvarkymo sajùdis. 

On	March	11th Lithiania declares its own indipendence from the Soviet Union.

ON Janueary 13th the Soviet Amy troops storm the tower of the Lithuanian Television. 
Soon	after	that	Island	becomes	the	first	county	to	grant	Lithuania de jure reconognition.
The last divisio of the Red Amy leave the territory of the Republic of Lithiania.

Lithuania becomes a UE memeber state.

On	January	1st	the	euro	becomes	the	national	currency.

1918

1940  - 1941

1941 - 1944

1944

1944-1947

1953

1972

1976

1987

1988

1990

1991

1993

2004

2015
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Historical Context: Ukraine

During the Second World War, Ukraine was invaded by German 
forces:	 after	 a	 brief	 period	 of	 collaboration	 with	 the	 Nazis,	
Ukrainian	nationalist	partisans	began	a	war	on	two	 fronts	against	
both the German occupiers and the Soviet forces. The USSR 
regained control over Ukraine in 1944, but the armed resistance 
of	 the	 nationalist	 partisans	 continued	 until	 the	 mid-Fifties.

In	 the	 early	 Sixties	 a	 new	 generation	 of	 intellectuals	 refounded	
the	 Ukrainian	 national	movement	 on	 the	 basis	 of	 human	 rights:	
yet convinced of the rightness of the socialist cause, these 
intellectuals	 collaborated	 with	 the	 Soviet	 power	 until	 the	 early	
Seventies.	 The	 Soviet	 leadership,	 worried	 by	 the	 Prague	 Spring,	
decided	 for	 the	 suppression	of	 the	Ukrainian	national	movement	
in	 1972-73.	 Nonetheless,	 the	 demonstrations	 in	 favour	 of	 the	
respect	 of	 Ukrainian	 culture	 continued	 with	 the	 founding,	 in	
1976, of the Ukrainian Group in support of the Helsinki accords.

The	 situation	 changed	 dramatically	 with	 the	 rise	 of	 Mikhail	
Gorbachev:	 in	 the	 Eighties	 the	 Ukrainian	 independence	
movement	 (called	 Rukh)	 experienced	 an	 expansion	 of	
consensus	 in	 the	 aftermath	 of	 the	 Chernobyl’	 accident,	
which	 had	 been	 initially	 kept	 hidden	 from	 Soviet	 population.

After	 the	 failed	 coup	 of	 August	 1990	 in	 Moscow,	 the	
Ukrainian	 institutions	 started	 the	 procedures	 for	 the	
complete independence from Russia; independence was 

The	 idea	 of	 an	 independent	 Ukrainian	 nation	 was	 born	 in	 the	
Nineteenth	century	 in	the	climate	of	growing	nationalism	all	over	
Europe:	 from	 its	 earliest	 manifestations	 the	 Ukrainian	 national	
movement	 emphasized	 its	 ties	with	 the	 rest	 of	Western	 Europe.	
The Tsarist Empire reacted violently repressing the Ukrainian 
national	 movement	 and	 banning	 the	 Ukrainian	 language.

During the First World War the Ukrainians rose up and founded the 
council	(in	Ukrainian	“rada”,	in	Russian	“soviet”)	of	peasants,	workers	
and soldiers: the decision to declare Ukrainian independence 
was	 a	 consequence	 of	 the	 October	 Revolution	 in	 1917.	 The	
Bolsheviks wanted to build a highly centralized state, which would 
have limited the Ukrainian autonomy. During the civil war, Lenin 
secured	 the	 support	 of	 the	Ukrainian	population,	 promising	 land	
to	 the	peasants	and	plenty	of	opportunities	 for	 the	development	
of	Ukrainian	culture,	which	actually	flourished	during	the	Twenties.

The	rise	of	Stalin	to	power	led	to	the	end	of	the	policies	 initiated	
by	 Lenin	 and	 to	 the	 creation	 of	 a	 highly	 centralized	 power.	
Centralization	also	meant	a	forced	Russification:	Ukrainian	politicians	
and	intellectuals,	who	had	prospered	the	country	in	the	Twenties,	
were	persecuted	and	often	sentenced	to	death.	The	resistance	of	
Ukrainian	peasants	was	crushed	with	an	artificial	famine:	the	forced	
requisitioning	 of	 Ukrainian	 agricultural	 production	 caused	 the	
death	by	 starvation	of	 at	 least	 three	 and	a	half	million	peasants.
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obtained with a referendum, in which more than 92% of 
Ukrainian	 residents	 (of	 all	 nationalities)	 voted	 in	 favour.

Post-Soviet	Ukraine	struggled	to	find	a	new	international	dimension:	
while	the	population	aspired	to	integration	in	the	European	Union,	
corrupted	politicians	kept	the	country	under	the	aegis	of	Moscow.	
In	 2004,	 the	 pro-European	 opposition	 won	 the	 presidential	
elections,	but	 the	 results	were	 falsified:	 the	Ukrainians	 then	took	
to the streets to demonstrate against the fraud, realising the 
peaceful	 Orange	 Revolution.	 The	 Oranges	 obtained	 the	 rerun	 of	
the	second	round	of	elections,	 in	which	they	turned	out	winners.

However,	 the	 needed	 political	 and	 economic	 reforms	 were	 not	
implemented and in 2010 the pro-Russian front returned to 
power.	 In	 2013,	 President	 Viktor	 Yanukovych	 decided	not	 to	 sign	
the	 Association	 Agreement	 with	 the	 EU.	 This	 decision	 provoked	
the	protests	of	the	population:	in	spite	of	the	violent	repressions,	
the protests called Euromaidan (from the name of the central 
square	 of	 Kyiv,	 Maidan	 Nezalezhnosti	 -	 Independence	 Square)	
caused	 the	 escape	 of	 the	 president	 and	 obtained	 new	 elections.	
Russia	 responded	 by	 invading	 Crimea	 and	 starting	 a	 war	 against	
the government of Kyiv in the eastern regions of the country.
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Photograph from the Central State Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive 
of	 Ukraine	 “H.S.	 Pšenyčnyj	 “,	 which	 is	 the	 largest	 Ukrainian	
state	 institution	 for	 preserving	 of	 audio	 files,	 photos	 or	 movies.

This	picture	shows	some	participants	in	the	Congress	of	the	World	
Federation	of	Democratic	Youth,	which	was	held	in	Kyiv	in	August	
1957,	in	conjunction	with	the	World	Festival	of	Youth	and	Students	
in	Moscow.	These	meetings	were	organized	by	the	Soviet	republics	
as	excuses	 for	 international	propaganda:	during	 these	events	 the	
politically	healthy	youth,	coming	from	all	over	the	world,	was	opposed	
to	the	corrupt	youth	of	Western	capitalism.	The	official	ideology	of	
these	meetings	was	a	vague	pacifism:	the	Congress	ended	with	a	call	
to	governments	to	ensure	world	peace.	In	fact	these	meetings	often	
escaped	to	the	Soviet	political	control	and	constituted	an	opportunity	
for	acquaintance	(	and	sometimes	conflicts)	among	young	people	
who	came	 from	different	countries.	The	general	atmosphere	was	
that	of	a	big	party,	however,	and	everyone	showed	great	optimism	
for	the	future.	In	this	official	photo	a	young	Ukrainian	(left,	in	the	
traditional	 embroidered	 shirt)	 is	 showing	 the	 foreign	 delegates	
around the Ukrainian capital. The presence in these photos of many 
different	 ethnic	 groups	 (especially	 from	Africa	 and	 Asia)	was	 not	
accidental: Soviet propaganda painted the USSR as a country without 
racism, which would have instead characterized American society.

KYIV	-	1957.	Some	partecipants	in	the	Congress	of	the	World	Federation	of	Democratic	Youth.	
Central	State	Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive	of	Ukraine	“H.S.	Pšenyčnyj”



KYIV	-	1957.	Some	participants	in	the	Congress	of	the	World	Federation	
of	Democratic	Youth.
Central	State	Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive	of	Ukraine	“H.S.	Pšeničný”
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Photograph from the Central State Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive 
of Ukraine “H.S. Pšenycnyj “, which is the largest Ukrainian 
state	 institution	 for	 preserving	 of	 audio	 files,	 photos	 or	 movies.

This photo shows a group of young workers from the city of Luhans’k 
(in	Eastern	Ukraine)	 resting	on	a	hot	 Sunday	 (4	 July	1965)	 in	 the	
forests	 around	 the	 city.	 Even	 though	 this	 photo	 was	 an	 official	
portrait of the rest of the young Soviet working class, it contains 
some	 elements	 that	 betray	 the	 strong	 influence	 of	 Western	
consumerist	models.	The	boys	sitting	on	the	right	wear	their	hair	
too	 long	 compared	 to	 the	 costume	 officially	 approved	 by	 the	
Party. Moreover many young people wear sports shoes of a well-
known	brand	of	American	clothing.	Despite	the	official	propaganda,	
which professed the disregard for personal property, Soviet youth 
- university students as well as those who already worked - was 
inevitably fascinated by Western youth cultures, whose music and 
fashion	 they	were	 trying	 to	 imitate.	 It	was	 in	 fact	 this	generation	
of	Soviet	baby-boomers,	born	after	 the	end	of	 the	Second	World	
War,	 that	 began	 the	 transformation	 of	 Soviet	 patriotism:	 from	
the idea to transform the world according to the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism	to	 the	pride	 for	political	and	military	power	of	
their homeland devoid of any reference to the socialist utopia.

LUHANS’K - 4 July, 1965. A group of young workers. Central State Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive 
of	Ukraine	“H.S.	Pšenyčnyj”



LUHANS’K - 4 July, 1965. A group of young workers. Central State Cine-Photo-
Phono-Archive	of	Ukraine	“H.S.	Pšeničný”



73

Photograph from the Central State Cine-Photo-Phono-Archive 
of Ukraine “H.S. Pšenycnyj “, which is the largest Ukrainian 
state	 institution	 for	 preserving	 of	 audio	 files,	 photos	 or	 movies.

Caricature	 of	 the	 Ukrainian	 satirical	 magazine	 “Perets”	 (“The	
pepper”)	 from	 the	 National	 Library	 of	 the	 Academy	 of	 Sciences	
of Ukraine “V.I. Vernads’kyj “. The library was founded in 1918 by 
the	 Soviet	 authorities	 to	 preserve	 the	 collections	 of	 books	 and	
manuscripts of the Socialist Republic of Ukraine. The Library has the 
largest	collection	of	manuscripts	and	printed	materials	in	the	country.

This cartoon appeared in 1957 and represents the common European 
market, then just created with the Rome agreement of March 1957. 
The image represents the United States of America (the big man in 
the	bow	tie	of	the	American	flag	and	the	cufflinks	with	the	dollar	
symbol)	drinking	from	a	glass	with	“common	market”	written	on	it.	
The	smaller	men,	who	clearly	represent	European	politicians,	can	
only	hope	to	drink	a	few	drops.	The	caption	reads:	“The	common	
market	 or	 ME	 YUM!,	 WHILE	 THE	 OTHERS	 GET	 NOTHING.”	 This	
caricature	is	a	good	example	of	the	interpretation	of	the	common	
European	 initiatives	 given	 by	 Soviet	 leadership	 and	 propaganda	
(another	 typical	 target	 was	 the	 Euroatom	 program).	 According	
to	the	 latter,	the	 initiatives	 leading	to	European	 integration	 	were	
designed by the Americans to take advantage of European wealth 
and	were	a	symptom	of	US	imperialism.	This	interpretation	of	the	
EEC	as	a	camouflage	for	US	expansion	has	been	recovered	in	post-
Soviet	Russia	by	Putin’s	propaganda	to	attack	the	European	Union.

UKRAINE	–	1957.	The	common	European	market.	Caricature	of	the	Ukrainian	satirical	
magazine	«Perec’».	National	Library	of	the	Academy	of	Sciences	of	Ukraine	“V.I.	Vernads’kyj”



UKRAINE - 1957. The common European market. Caricature of the Ukrainian 
satirical	magazine	“Perets”.
National	Library	of	the	Academy	of	Sciences	of	Ukraine	“V.I.	Vernads’kyj”
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Photograph	from	the	archive	of	the	Revolution	of	Dignity	Museum.	
This	museum	was	founded	on	November	18th,	2015	as	the	institu-
tionalization	of	a	popular	initiative	that	arose	during	the	Euromaidan	
protests:	when	the	social	unrest	was	still	on-going,	some	participan-
ts understood the importance of preserving the memory of what 
was	happening.	Thus	a	“Museum	of	Maidan”	was	born	as	an	initiati-
ve of simple people trying to pick up objects, images, and documen-
ts	that	would	be	able	to	recount	what	was	happening.	The	initiative	
was	then	taken	up	by	the	Institute	of	National	Memory	at	the	Presi-
dency	of	the	Council	of	Ministers	of	Ukraine	and	renamed	after	the	
formula	that	historians	have	begun	to	use	for	the	revolution	during	
the 2013-2014 winter.

The photograph presents one of the barricades built to defend In-
dependence	Square	(Maidan	Nezalezhnosti):	as	it	used	to	happen	
very	often,	the	barricades	were	also	the	place	of	expression	of	a	new	
generation	of	Ukrainian	artists	who	expressed	the	youth’s	aspira-
tion	for	change,	using	a	language	inspired	by	the	new	media.	On	the	
fence	you	see	a	picture	inspired	by	a	short	Bruno	Bozzetto’s	cartoon	
on	the	behaviour	of	European	nations,	which	was	a	great	success	
on	the	Internet.	In	this	reinterpretation,	the	circles	painted	with	the	
colours	of	national	flags	portray	Ukraine	that	has	decided	to	leave	
Russia	to	go	with	the	EU.	Beside	it	the	inscription	on	the	fence	re-
ads:	“Dear	Santa,	for	the	new	year	give	me	the	resignation	of	the	
government	in	office.	With	love,	Euro.	“

UKRAINE – 2014. One of the barricades built to defend Independence Square (Maidan 
Nezalezhnosti).	Archive	of	the	Revolution	of	Dignity



UKRAINE	-	2014.	One	of	the	barricades	built	to	defend	Independence	Square	(Maidan	Nezalezhnosti).	Archive	of	the	Revolution	of	Dignity
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The	Ukrainian	national	movement	makes	its	first	appearance;	in	the	Czarist	empire	its	members	are	persecuted	and	
the use of Ukrainian language is forbidden.
After	the	October	Revolution,	the	Ukrainian	national	council	(RADA)	declares	Ukrainian	independence.

The	Bolsheviks	gain	complete	control	of	Ukraine	defeating	both	the	independentist	partisans	and	the	anarchic	
revolts.

Ukrainian culture thrives with the auspices of the Soviet central power.

Stalin	represses	Ukrainian	intellectuals	and	politicians;	in	the	man-made	famine	3,5	million	Ukrainian	peasants	
starve to death.
Nazi	occupation	of	Ukraine

Soviet	forces	defeat	the	last	resistance	of	Ukrainian	partisans.

Moscow	hosts	the	World	Festival	of	Youth	and	Students:	the	World	Congress	of	Democratic	Youth	takes	place	in	Kyiv.
Repressione	degli	intellettuali	che	richiedevano	la	difesa	della	cultura	ucraina.

Repression of the intellectuals who demanded the defence of Ukrainian culture.Incidente alla centrale nucleare di 
Černobyl’.
The Ukrainian Helsinki Group was founded.

Accident at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant. 

1st	December:	in	a	referendum	92%	of	voters	approves	the	declaration	if	independence	of	Ukraine	from	the	Union.

Orange	Revolution:	the	Ukrainian	population	arises	against	the	electoral	fraud	in	the	presidential	elections	and	in	
favour	of	further	collaboration	with	the	EU.
Euromaidan:	the	Ukrainian	population	arises	in	favour	of	an	agreement	with	the	European	Union.	Russia	invades	
Ukraine

Chronology
XIX sec.

1917

1921-1922

1921-1932

1932-1933

1941-1944

1955

1957

1972-1973

1976

1986

1990

2004

2013-2014
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due to the outbreak of the First World War.
The	years	between	1914	and	1922	were	years	of	violent	political	
struggle.	At	the	height	of	the	international	upheaval	of	World	War	
I	–	when	considerable	numbers	of	 Irish	(unionist	and	nationalist),	
not	being	 subject	 to	 forced	British	 recruitment,	participated	with	
thousands	 of	 volunteer	 fighters	 –,	 a	 group	 of	 Irish	 republican	
militants	 (the	 Irish	 Republican	 Brotherhood)	 proclaimed	 the	
complete independence of Ireland from Britain and unleashed 
what has gone down in history as the Easter Rising. This represents 
the	 first	 step	 of	 a	 complicated	 and	 controversial	 process,	 which	
will	lead	Ireland	to	the	war	of	independence	(1919-1921)	through	
the	 action	 of	 the	 paramilitary	 Irish	 Republican	 Army	 (IRA)	 under	
Michael Collins’ guidance. The end of the War of Independence in 
1921	saw	the	creation	of	the	Free	State	of	Ireland	(Irish	Free	State),	
comprising	twenty	six	of	the	island’s	thirty	two	counties.	Six	of	the	
nine	 counties	 of	 the	Ulster	 region	 –	 Fermanagh,	 Antrim,	 Tyrone,	
Derry, Armagh and Down – which showed unionist and Protestant 
majorities,	remain	part	of	the	British	crown.	Although	establishing	
the	first	independent	Irish	Parliament	(Dáil Éireann)	in	Dublin,	the	
Irish Free State remains a member of the Commonwealth and the 
Members of Parliament are required to swear allegiance to the 
British	monarchy.	This	aspect	of	 incomplete	 independence	of	 the	
island, a land-share agreement that many hoped would be only 
temporary,	would	be	the	cause	for	strong	political	tensions	which	
led	to	a	year	of	fierce	civil	war	(1922-1923).
In fact, the terms of the Treaty which form the Irish Free State, 
reconfirmed	at	the	end	of	the	civil	war,	divide	the	country	into	two	
political	factions,	one	in	support	of	the	Treaty,	intended	as	the	best	
political	compromise	possible	at	the	time,	following	Michael	Collins’	
leadership and represented by Cumann na nGaedheal (the majority 

From	1169	 to	1922,	 Ireland	has	been	 subject	 to	British	 rule.	The	
effects	 of	 this	 colonisation	 reach	 their	 peak	 most	 dramatically	
between	1845	and	1849	when	the	entire	island	is	hit	by	the	so-called	
Great Famine that, within a few decades, almost halves the Irish 
population:	due	to	death	from	hunger	and	unprecedented	wave	of	
migration	-	especially	direct	to	Canada,	the	United	States,	England,	
Scotland	 and	Australia	-	 the	 rate	of	 population	decreased	 from	8	
million people to about 4 million in 1911. The tragic experience 
of the Great Famine deeply marks the subsequent Irish history, 
definitively	problematising	relations	with	the	British.	Even	today,	in	
fact, it is widely believed among the Irish that the famine could have 
been	curbed	or	even	prevented	by	the	British	government.
Towards the end of the nineteenth century, the so-called Gaelic 
Revival	movement	 calls	 for	 rediscovering	 one’s	 roots	 identity	 (to	
speak and read in Irish, to prefer Irish sports like hurling and Gaelic 
football,	 to	 those	considered	English	 (cricket).	All	 this	 is	 reflected	
on	 the	 political	 scene	 and	 results	 in	 a	 progressive	 desire	 among	
large	 parts	 of	 the	 population	 for	 an	 independent	 parliament,	
free	 from	 English	 legislative	 supremacy.	 This	 feeling,	 however,	 is	
deeply	opposed	by	members	(mostly	aristocrats)	of	rooted	British	
settlement	on	the	 territory	of	 Ireland,	who	 in	 their	own	 interests	
(many	 possess	 lands	 and	 estates)	 were	 pushing	 for	 the	 country	
to	remain	part	of	the	British	crown.	This	creates	a	division	of	the	
population	 between	 the	 supporters,	 for	 the	most	 part	 Catholics,	
of	 the	Home	Rule	movement	 (aimed	at	 creating	an	 independent	
Irish	parliament	while	remaining	part	of	the	UK)	and	the	Protestant	
unionists of Northern Ireland (fearful of losing their privileges under 
any	 Catholic	 and	 nationalist	 government).	 The	 nationalist	 spirit	
would	prevail	and	the	British	would	grant	self-governance	to	Ireland	
with the Home Rule Act of 1914. However, this act was postponed 

Historical Context: Ireland
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isolation	during	the	fifties	–	whereas	other	European	countries	are	
beginning	to	reap	benefit	from	the	so-called	economic	miracles	of	
the	time	–	on	the	other	hand,	we	must	also	take	into	account	the	
power	of	the	Catholic	church	at	that	time	which	strongly	influenced	
sociocultural	and	political	 structures	 in	 the	country.	 In	 fact,	while	
elsewhere	the	fifties	are	the	preparatory	ground	for	the	social	and	
sexual	revolutions	of	the	sixties,	in	Ireland	they	become,	ultimately,	
synonymous with sexual repression. The almost absolute control of 
Catholic morality and the cultural censorship that stemmed from it, 
raise ideological walls and keep the country in a state of almost total 
immobility	 from	the	point	of	view	of	 the	collective	 imaginaire, in 
contrast to what happens elsewhere in Europe in the same period 
of	time

party	of	the	first	Irish	government);	the	other	of	strong	opposition,	
represented by the independent Republican Party Sinn Féin, led by 
Éamon de Valera.
In	1926	de	Valera	left	Sinn Féin	and	founded	a	new	opposition	party,	
Fianna Fáil	 (Soldiers	of	Destiny)	who	 topped	 the	election	polls	 in	
1932. De Valera would go on to guide the country for sixteen years, 
until	1948	(he	will	be	re-elected	Taoiseach or Prime Minister of the 
Republic	of	Ireland,	twice,	1951-1954	and	1957-1959).
In	1937	de	Valera	manages	to	push	through	the	new	Irish	Constitution	
(still	in	force),	whereby,	among	other	things,	the	name	of	the	Irish	
Free State changes to Éire	(Ireland),	Ireland’s	allocation	of	the	North	
is	considered	an	artificial	division,	the	Catholic	religion	became	the	
state	religion	and	the	Irish	language	(along	with	English)	the	official	
language.	The	signing	of	the	new	constitution,	however,	as	well	as	de	
Valera’s	policy	of	pushing	for	an	attitude	of	national	self-sufficiency	
was	set	against	a	backdrop	of	political	and	economic	stagnation	that	
largely	persisted	until	the	1960s.
Becoming a Republic in 1949 and part of the then European Economic 
Community in 1973, the Republic of Ireland, in comparison to other 
European	countries,	thus	presents	a	very	slow	European	integration	
process.	As	mentioned,	the	causes	of	this	difference	must	be	sought	
in	a	variety	of	geo-political,	economic	and	socio-cultural	factors	in	
relation	to	which	we	can	make	at	least	two	important	considerations.	
On the one hand, one must remember that in the period immediately 
following	the	Second	World	War,	Ireland	is	still	a	very	poor	country,	
dependent	mostly	on	the	agricultural	sector	and	still	largely	reliant	
on	the	British	economy.	During	the	forties	and	fifties,	the	dramatic	
conditions	of	poverty	and	unemployment	 in	the	country	result	 in	
a	return	of	mass	emigration	that	touches	peaks	not	seen	since	the	
period of the Great Famine. If this intertwining of the country’s 
poverty,	 the	 continued	 strong	 economic	 dependence	 on	 Britain	
and	mass	emigration	are	 the	main	 reason	 for	 Ireland’s	 economic	



81

The	 selected	 photo,	 as	 its	 title	 suggests,	 depicts	 the	 Dublin	
Women’s	 Centre	 that	 was	 active	 from	 1979	 to	 1985,	 when	
it closed down for lack of public and private funding.

It is collected in the photo book Women in Focus: Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Life,	 edited	 by	 Pat	 Murphy	 and	 Nell	 McCafferty	
(Dublin:	 Attic	 Press,	 1987).	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 book	 was	 to	 give	
visibility	 to	 the	 living	 conditions	 of	 Irish	 women	 between	 the	
seventies	 and	 eighties	 and	 thus	 help	 to	 bring	 down	 the	 wall	
of	 silence	 and	 forgetfulness	 that	 often	 shroud	 female	 history.	
The	photos	range	from	photographs	depicting	private	lives	and	spaces	
to	those	of	the	world	of	fashion,	art	and	political	campaigns.	As	stated	
in the ‘Preface’ by the publisher, Women in Focus chooses the way of 
visual	documentation	as	a	form	of	communication	and,	in	the	process	
of	creating	the	book,	it	tries	to	engage	with	as	many	women	as	possible,	
sending	hundreds	 of	 letters	 to	 “individuals,	 local	 and	 community	
groups,	 NUJ	 members,	 photographic	 societies	 and	 galleries.	
The response, though good, was not all-embracing” for a number of 
different	reasons,	from	physical	inability	to	travel	(pregnancy,	illness)	to	
economic	difficulties	in	buying	or	accessing	the	necessary	equipment	
(emphasizing	the	still	wide	gap	in	the	eighties	between	urban	areas	
and	rural	areas).	The	reproduction	quality	of	the	photographs	varies	
as,	in	the	collection	process,	it	was	decided	to	draw	more	attention	
to contents rather than the technical quality of the material.

Photo by Clodagh Boyd

IRELAND - Dublin Women’s Centre July 1982.



IRELAND - Dublin Women’s Centre, 1982. Photo by Clodagh Boyd
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The	photo	in	question	documents	the	Irish	women’s	life	condition	in	
the	more	rural	areas	of	the	Country	for	most	part	of	the	twentieth	
century. Ira, the woman in the picture, is washing her clothes by 
hand because in 1981 she does not yet have a washing machine.

It is collected in the photo book Women in Focus: Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Life,	 edited	 by	 Pat	 Murphy	 and	 Nell	 McCafferty	
(Dublin:	 Attic	 Press,	 1987).	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 book	 was	 to	 give	
visibility	 to	 the	 living	 conditions	 of	 Irish	 women	 between	 the	
seventies	 and	 eighties	 and	 thus	 help	 to	 bring	 down	 the	 wall	
of	 silence	 and	 forgetfulness	 that	 often	 shroud	 female	 history.	
The	photos	range	from	photographs	depicting	private	lives	and	spaces	
to	those	of	the	world	of	fashion,	art	and	political	campaigns.	As	stated	
in the ‘Preface’ by the publisher, Women in Focus chooses the way of 
visual	documentation	as	a	form	of	communication	and,	in	the	process	
of	creating	the	book,	it	tries	to	engage	with	as	many	women	as	possible,	
sending	hundreds	 of	 letters	 to	 “individuals,	 local	 and	 community	
groups,	 NUJ	 members,	 photographic	 societies	 and	 galleries.	
The response, though good, was not all-embracing” for a number of 
different	reasons,	from	physical	inability	to	travel	(pregnancy,	illness)	to	
economic	difficulties	in	buying	or	accessing	the	necessary	equipment	
(emphasizing	the	still	wide	gap	in	the	eighties	between	urban	areas	
and	rural	areas).	The	reproduction	quality	of	the	photographs	varies	
as,	in	the	collection	process,	it	was	decided	to	draw	more	attention	
to contents rather than the technical quality of the material.

Photo by Fion U la Molloy

IRELAND - Ira de Clair hand washing clothes in her 
backyard before she got a washing machine 1981.



IRELAND - Ira de Clair hand washing clothes in her backyard before she 
got a washing machine in, 1981. Photo by Fion Ula Molloy
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The	 selected	 photo	 depicts	 a	 meeting	 held	 at	 Trinity	 College	
Dublin	 in	 1980	 in	 support	 of	 Contraceptive	 Action	 Program	
(CAP)	 in	 demonstration	 opposing	 the	 1978	 bill	 (Family	
Planning),	 which	 limited	 the	 provision	 of	 contraceptives	
to family planning or for adequate medical reasons.

It is collected in the photo book Women in Focus: Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Life,	 edited	 by	 Pat	 Murphy	 and	 Nell	 McCafferty	
(Dublin:	 Attic	 Press,	 1987).	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 book	 was	 to	 give	
visibility	 to	 the	 living	 conditions	 of	 Irish	 women	 between	 the	
seventies	 and	 eighties	 and	 thus	 help	 to	 bring	 down	 the	 wall	
of	 silence	 and	 forgetfulness	 that	 often	 shroud	 female	 history.	
The	photos	range	from	photographs	depicting	private	lives	and	spaces	
to	those	of	the	world	of	fashion,	art	and	political	campaigns.	As	stated	
in the ‘Preface’ by the publisher, Women in Focus chooses the way of 
visual	documentation	as	a	form	of	communication	and,	in	the	process	
of	creating	the	book,	it	tries	to	engage	with	as	many	women	as	possible,	
sending	hundreds	 of	 letters	 to	 “individuals,	 local	 and	 community	
groups,	 NUJ	 members,	 photographic	 societies	 and	 galleries.	
The response, though good, was not all-embracing” for a number of 
different	reasons,	from	physical	inability	to	travel	(pregnancy,	illness)	to	
economic	difficulties	in	buying	or	accessing	the	necessary	equipment	
(emphasizing	the	still	wide	gap	in	the	eighties	between	urban	areas	
and	rural	areas).	The	reproduction	quality	of	the	photographs	varies	
as,	in	the	collection	process,	it	was	decided	to	draw	more	attention	
to contents rather than the technical quality of the material.

Photo by Beth Ridgell

IRELAND -Contraceptive Action Programme (CAP) demonstrating 
against the original family planning legislation, Trinity College Dublin 

(TCD) and is dated November 1980.



IRELAND - Contraceptive Action Programme (CAP) demonstrating against the original family planning legislation,	Trinity	College	Dublin	(TCD),	1980.	Photo	by	Beth	
Ridge
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The		selected		photo		represents	IRA	voluntary		women		fighters		and	
recalls	the	painful	question	of	the	division	of	the	country	between	‘the	
North’	(UK)	and	the	Republic	of	Ireland,	re-putting	an	unsolved	problem	
of	identities	in	the	foreground	within	the	country.	As	emphasised	by	the	
editors of the volume, such an image can evoke “a spirit of resistance 
in one person” and “terror and oppression [in] someone else”.

It is collected in the photo book Women in Focus: Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Life,	 edited	 by	 Pat	 Murphy	 and	 Nell	 McCafferty	
(Dublin:	 Attic	 Press,	 1987).	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 book	 was	 to	 give	
visibility	 to	 the	 living	 conditions	 of	 Irish	 women	 between	 the	
seventies	 and	 eighties	 and	 thus	 help	 to	 bring	 down	 the	 wall	
of	 silence	 and	 forgetfulness	 that	 often	 shroud	 female	 history.	
The	photos	range	from	photographs	depicting	private	lives	and	spaces	
to	those	of	the	world	of	fashion,	art	and	political	campaigns.	As	stated	
in the ‘Preface’ by the publisher, Women in Focus chooses the way of 
visual	documentation	as	a	form	of	communication	and,	in	the	process	
of	creating	the	book,	it	tries	to	engage	with	as	many	women	as	possible,	
sending	hundreds	 of	 letters	 to	 “individuals,	 local	 and	 community	
groups,	 NUJ	 members,	 photographic	 societies	 and	 galleries.	
The response, though good, was not all-embracing” for a number of 
different	reasons,	from	physical	inability	to	travel	(pregnancy,	illness)	to	
economic	difficulties	in	buying	or	accessing	the	necessary	equipment	
(emphasizing	the	still	wide	gap	in	the	eighties	between	urban	areas	
and	rural	areas).	The	reproduction	quality	of	the	photographs	varies	
as,	in	the	collection	process,	it	was	decided	to	draw	more	attention	
to contents rather than the technical quality of the material.

Photo by Geraldine Norrby (Derry Camerawork)

IRELAND -Easter Parade 1986



IRELAND - Easter Parade,	1986.	Photo	by	Geraldine	Norrby	(Derry	Camerawork)
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The proposed photos have therefore been chosen for the purpose 
of	 showcasing	 this	 difference	 from	 the	 point	 of	 view	 of	 women	
and	younger	generations	in	a	country	where,	for	example,	there	is	
still	no	law	regulating	the	voluntary	termination	of	pregnancy	and	
divorce was only passed into law in 1996. These delays on women’s 
rights	compared	to	much	of	the	rest	of	Europe,	have	led	in	time	to	
tragic cases like the one of Savita Halappanavar who died at Galway 
University	hospital	in	2012	due	to	complications	of	pregnancy	and	
the	refusal	of	doctors	to	provide	her	with	an	abortion.
This	is	indicative	of	the	aforementioned	existence	of	an	ecclesiastical	
power	 that	 still	 strongly	 influences	 Irish	 institutions,	 despite	 the	
presence	 of	 second-generation	 militant	 feminist	 groups	 already	
active	in	the	seventies	in	Ireland	as	in	the	rest	of	Europe	and	in	spite	
of the fact that in Ireland women have been able to achieve high 
political	office	as	evinced	by	the	election	of	Mary	Robinson	as	the	
first	woman	President	of	Republic	in	1990.

It is collected in the photo book Women in Focus: Contemporary 
Irish Women’s Life,	 edited	 by	 Pat	 Murphy	 and	 Nell	 McCafferty	
(Dublin:	 Attic	 Press,	 1987).	 The	 aim	 of	 the	 book	 was	 to	 give	
visibility	 to	 the	 living	 conditions	 of	 Irish	 women	 between	 the	
seventies	 and	 eighties	 and	 thus	 help	 to	 bring	 down	 the	 wall	
of	 silence	 and	 forgetfulness	 that	 often	 shroud	 female	 history.	
The	photos	range	from	photographs	depicting	private	lives	and	spaces	
to	those	of	the	world	of	fashion,	art	and	political	campaigns.	As	stated	
in the ‘Preface’ by the publisher, Women in Focus chooses the way of 
visual	documentation	as	a	form	of	communication	and,	in	the	process	
of	creating	the	book,	it	tries	to	engage	with	as	many	women	as	possible,	
sending	hundreds	 of	 letters	 to	 “individuals,	 local	 and	 community	
groups,	 NUJ	 members,	 photographic	 societies	 and	 galleries.	
The response, though good, was not all-embracing” for a number 
of	 different	 reasons,	 from	 physical	 inability	 to	 travel	 (pregnancy,	
illness)	to	economic	difficulties	in	buying	or	accessing	the	necessary	
equipment	(emphasizing	the	still	wide	gap	in	the	eighties	between	
urban	 areas	 and	 rural	 areas).	 The	 reproduction	 quality	 of	 the	
photographs	varies	as,	in	the	collection	process,	it	was	decided	to	
draw	more	attention	to	contents	rather	than	the	technical	quality	
of the material. 

edited by Pat Murphy and Nell McCafferty

Photobook “Women in Focus:
Contemporary lrish Women’s Life”
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Irish History Timeline

12th century

13th century

14th century

15th century

1171: Henry II of England lands a 
large Anglo-Norman army in Ireland, 
declaring himself Lord of Ireland.
October 6th, 1175: The Treaty of Windsor 
consolidates	Anglo-Norman	influence	in	Ireland.

June 15th, 1215: John ‘Lackland’, King of England 
issues the Magna Carta Libertatum (Great 
Charter	 of	 Ireland),	 the	 first	 document	 that	
restricts the government’s sovereign and grants 
rights to his subjects. Pope Innocent III cancels it 
with a papal bull in defence of papal sovereignty.
November 12th, 1216: Henry III of 
England issues again the Magna Carta 
Libertatum	 and	 reconfirms	 it	 in	 1225.	
1297:	 The	 first	 Irish	 Parliament	 is	 founded	 in	
Dublin in order to represent the Irish and Anglo-
Norman	 population	 of	 the	 Lordship	 of	 Ireland.

1366: The Statutes of Kilkenny are 
passed in order to curb the decline of 
the Hiberno-Norman Lordship of Ireland.

1472: Edward Poyning, Henry VII of England’s 
Lord	 Deputy	 to	 Ireland,	 issues	 a	 declaration	
known as Poynings’ Law under which the 

16th century

17th century

18th century

19th century

Irish parliament was to pass no law without 
the prior consent of the English parliament.

1542: Crown of Ireland Act passes, establishing a 
Kingdom of Ireland to be ruled by Henry VIII and 
his	successors.	Creation	of	the	Kingdom	of	Ireland.

1609:	 Plantation	 of	 Ulster	 by	 Scottish	
Presbyterians begins.

1798: Irish Rebellion of 1798, augmented by 
French forces.

January 1st, 1801: Acts of Union 1800 
pass. The Kingdom of Ireland is annexed to 
Great Britain (formed by Wales, England 
and	 Scotland).	 This	 creates	 the	 United	
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland.
1845-1849: The Great Famine (generated by the 
potato	 blight),	 together	 with	 a	 consequential	
strong	mass	migration,	brings	the	population	rate	
from 8 million people to about 4 million in 1911.
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20th century September 18th, 1913: Government of Ireland Act, 
offering	Irish	Home	Rule,	passes	on	a	provisional	
basis	pending	the	conclusion	of	WWI	and	granting	
Ireland an independent government within the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 
April 24th-29th, 1916: Through the Easter 
Rising, the Irish Republican Brotherhood seizes 
vital government buildings in Dublin and 
issues	 the	 Proclamation	 of	 the	 Irish	 Republic.
January	 21st,	 1919:	 The	 First	 Dáil	 (Parliament)	
of the Irish Republic meets and issues a 
Declaration	 of	 Independence	 from	 the	 UK.	
The Irish War of Independence begins.

April 24th-29th, 1916: Through the Easter 
Rising, the Irish Republican Brotherhood seizes 
vital government buildings in Dublin and 
issues	 the	 Proclamation	 of	 the	 Irish	 Republic.

January 21st, 1919: The First Dáil	 (Parliament)	
of the Irish Republic meets and issues a 
Declaration	 of	 Independence	 from	 the	 UK.	
The Irish War of Independence begins.

December 6th, 1921: War of Independence 
ends with the signing of the Anglo-Irish 
Treaty	 resulting	 in	 the	 creation	 of	 the	
Irish	 Free	 State	 (December	 6th,	 1922).

June 28th, 1922: Irish Civil War begins 
between	 Irish	 Nationalists	 (pro-treaty)	
and	 Irish	 Republicans	 (anti-treaty).

May	 24th,	 1923:	 IRA	 Chief	 of	 Staff	
Frank Aiken orders volunteers to dump 
arms.	 Irish	 Nationalists	 win	 the	 war.

March 23rd, 1926: Irish Republican (Sinn 
Féin)	 leader	 Eamon	 de	 Valera	 founds	 a	 new	
republican party, Fianna Fáil	(Soldiers	of	Destiny).

December	 29th,	 1937:	 The	 new	 Constitution	
of Ireland comes into force. The name of 
the Irish Free State changes in Éire (Ireland).

August 1949: The Republic of Ireland 
Act is signed by the President of Ireland 
abolishing the remaining statutory roles of 
the	 British	 monarch	 in	 the	 government	 of	
the Irish state. The Republic of Ireland is no 
longer a member of the Commonwealth.

April 11th, 1951: Minister for Health Noël Brown 
resigns	following	intensive	church	opposition	to	
his proposed ‘Mother and Child Scheme’, which 
sought to address high child mortality rates. 

December 14th, 1955: Ireland joins the United 
Nations.

August 1969: The Troubles (Na Trioblóidí),	
namely	the	ethno-nationalist	conflict	in	Northern	
Ireland,	starts.	Northern	Ireland’s	partition	is	the	
crucial cause.
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21st  century

1971:	Activists	 of	 the	 Irish	Women’s	 Liberation	
Movement travel to Belfast by train to buy 
contraceptives	 in	 protest	 against	 the	 law	
prohibiting	 the	 importation	 and	 sale	 of	
contraceptives	 in	 the	 Republic	 of	 Ireland.

January 1st, 1973: Ireland joins the 
European	 Economic	 Community	 (EEC).

July 31st, 1973: The Civil Service (Employment 
of	 Married	 Women)	 Act	 ends	 the	 ‘Marriage	
Bar’ in the civil service, meaning that women 
working in the civil service no longer have 
to	 resign	 their	 posts	 upon	 getting	 married.

November 15th, 1985: The governments of the 
Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom 
sign the Anglo-Irish Agreement, trying to bring 
to an end the Troubles in Northern Ireland.

December 3rd, 1990: Mary Robinson 
becomes	 the	 first	 female	 President	 of	 Ireland.

November 24th, 1995: Divorce becomes 
legal in Ireland following a referendum.

November 11th, 1997: Mary McAleese becomes 
the second successive female President of Ireland.

April 10th, 1998: The Good Friday Agreement 
(or	 Belfast	 Agreement)	 is	 signed.	 A	 Northern	

Ireland Assembly is elected, to which powers 
are devolved in 1999 and a power-sharing 
Executive	takes	office.	The	IRA	begins	disarming	
and	Britain	agrees	to	release	political	prisoners.

January 1st, 1999: Ireland adopts the Euro.

May 23rd, 2015: A 62% to 38% referendum 
result	 makes	 Ireland	 the	 first	 country	 to	
legalise same-sex marriage by popular vote.
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ITALY
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of the republic, due to his European commitment can be numbered 
among the “founding fathers” of the project for a united Europe.
The	 left-wing	 parties	 followed	 a	 different	 path.	 The	 Communist	
Party	(Partito	Comunista	Italiano,	PCI)	and	the	Socialist	Party	(Partito	
Socialista	Italiano,	PSI)	shared	an	open		hostility	towards	the	ECSC	
and	the	EDC.	In	the	first	half	of	the	1950s,	socialists	and	communists	
had	a	common	position,	according	to	the	logic	of	“frontism”.	1956	
marked	a	first	watershed	for	the	Italian	Left:	with	the	new	phase	of	
peaceful	coexistence	in	the	aftermath	of	Stalin’s	death	and	following	
the PCUS 20th Congress, the PSI started to distance itself from the 
Soviet	model	and	the	arguments	in	favour	of	the	“unity	in	the	Left”	
strategy imposed by the Cold War started to fail. For the socialists 
it was possible trying a new “road to socialism” and breaking the 
frontism	with	the	PCI,	not	only	in	order	to	open	a	dialogue	with	the	
DC and stand as candidates for the government, but also to keep 
pace	with	socialism	in	Europe,	entering	in	the	Socialist	international	
and	being	an	active	part	in	the	European	integration	process.	In	that	
same	period,	the	Treaties	of	Rome	were	signed	on	March	25,	1957,	
creating	the	European	Economic	Community	(EEC)	and	the	European	
Atomic	Energy	Community	(EURATOM)	and	giving	a	new	impetus	to	
the	 integrationist	 process.	 The	first	 testing	 ground	of	 the	 alleged	
“Westernization”	of	the	PSI	was	the	vote	about	Italy’s	adhesion	to	
the EURATOM and the EEC: the PSI voted in favour of EURATOM 
while	 abstaining	 on	 EEC,	 causing	 a	 definite	 break	 with	 the	 PCI.
The	difference	between	the	two	European	visions	of	the	Italian	Left	
– that is, the socialist and the communist – became more evident 
at	the	beginning	of	the	1960s	with	the	birth	of	the	“centre-left”.	In	

In	the	aftermath	of	the	Second	World	War,	the	“European	choice”	
has	been	considered	to	be	one	of	the	most	effective	tools	for	Italy	
to rapidly overcome her status of enemy country and therefore to 
align itself with the winner countries and to enter with full rights 
in	the	system	of	the	Old	Continent.	The	European	choice	was	also	
a part of the wider background of the adhesion to the Western 
system which the moderate establishment achieved in those very 
years, under the aegis of the United States. Moreover, since the 
early	stages	of	the	European	integration	process,	Italy	did	not	want		
to	be	 involved	 in	 its	dynamics	 in	a	passive	way:	beyond	 idealistic	
surges,	 Italy	 aspired	 to	 adapt	 the	 possible	 European	 unification	
to	 her	 stance	 in	 the	 international	 scenario	 and	 to	 her	 interests.		
Albeit	the	European	choice	has	represented	an	element	of	continuity,	
a sort of constant in the foreign policy of the Italian republic, the 
attitude	of	Italian	political	parties	towards	the	integrationist	project	
was neither unanimous nor permanent and it has evolved throughout 
the	decades.	The	Christian	Democracy	(Democrazia	Cristiana,	DC)	
has	 committed	 to	 the	 European	 cause	 from	 the	 very	 beginning,	
playing	an	active	role	in	the	creation	of	the	first	Communities:	the	
European	 Coal	 and	 Steel	 Community	 (ECSC),	 conceived	 in	 1950	
on	 the	 initiative	 of	 the	 French	Minister	 of	 Foreign	 Affairs	 Robert	
Schuman,	and	the	European	Defence	Community	(EDC),	launched	
in	the	same	year	again	by	the	French	and	destined	to	founder	four	
years	later.	 	 It	 is	not	a	case	that	the	European	integration	process	
has	been	launched	by	three	Christian-democrat	leaders:	the	Italian	
Alcide De Gasperi, the German Konrad Adenauer and the French 
Robert	Schuman.	De	Gasperi,	DC	secretary	and	first	Prime	Minister	

Italy from  1950 to 1979
edited by Valentine Lomellini (Università degli studi di Padova)
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creating	“Eurocommunism”,	a	new	and	European	road	to	socialism	
to	be	realized	 in	 the	scenario	of	détente	and	a	new	 international	
role	for	Europe.	Moreover,	the	PCI	European	attitude	went	at	the	
same	pace	of	a	reconsideration	of	the	Atlantic	dimension,	as	showed	
by	Berlinguer’s	openness	 towards	NATO.	The	confirmation	of	 the	
new	“European	identity”	of	the	Italian	communists	happened	with	
the	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament	in	June	1979,	
when the PCI proved itself the second party as for number of votes.

1962,	Arnaldo	Forlani	formed	the	first	Italian	government	with	the	
external	 support	of	 the	PSI,	which	would	be	officially	part	of	 the	
Cabinet	in	the	fall	of	1963:	the	first	Moro	government	(December	
1963)	opened	the	organic	phase	of	the	centre-left.	In	those	years	
a	 new	political	 leadership,	more	 confident	 and	 strengthened	 	 by	
the	industrial	transformation	of	the	country,	considered	European	
integration	as	a	part	of	a	more	ambitious	foreign	policy,	especially	
in	the	social	field.	During	the	centre-left	experience,	all	the	parties,	
from DCI to PSI, were to emphasize their European commitment 
as	 a	 tool	 for	 achieving	 Italy’s	 reforms	 and	 modernization.	 As	
for the Community events, there was a stalemate due to the 
uncompromising	 policy	 of	 President	 de	 Gaulle	 (culminating	 in	
the	 “empty	 chair”	 crisis	of	1965-6),	 together	with	growing	 trans-
Atlantic	tensions	and	the	fears	for	a	Franco-German	rapprochement.
At	the	end	of	the	1960s,	a	slow	evolution	inside	the	PCI	has	begun,	
epitomized	by	the	participation	of	a	Communist	delegation	to	the	
European Parliament since 1969. The Communist Party would in 
the	end	fully	accept	the	objective	of	the	European	construction	and	
integrate	itself	inside	Community	dynamics.	Shortly	after	1968,	an	
essentially	 positive	 vision	 of	 European	 integration	 had	 matured,	
together with a gradual estrangement from the USSR and with the PCI 
Europeanization.	In	particular,	the	Soviet	invasion	of	Czechoslovakia	
in	 August	 1968	 and	 the	 launch	 of	 Ostpolitik	 in	 1969	 caused	 a	
twofold move of the Italian communist: distancing from Moscow, 
for	 the	first	time	on	a	 fundamental	 issue	of	 international	politics,	
and	relaunching	the	idea	of	détente,	within	the	European	context.	
During Berlinguer’s secretaryship, the PCI changed its bond with the 
Soviet	Union,	yet	without	cutting	 it,	and	planned	an	autonomous	
foreign	 policy	which	 definitely	 acknowledged	 the	 position	 of	 the	
Italian	 communists	 in	 the	 Western	 system.	 The	 PCI	 committed	
itself	 in	 the	 creation	 of	 a	Western	 Communist	 pole,	 intensifying	
the	contacts	with	the	French	and	Spanish	Communist	Parties	and	
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On	 January	 1,	 1958	 the	 institutional	 activities	 of	 the	 EEC	
and Euratom begin. Despite the great hopes placed in the 
signing	 of	 the	 Treaties	 of	 Rome,	 since	 its	 first	 year	 of	 life	
the EEC goes through a phase of uncertainty, coinciding 
with the return to power of General de Gaulle in France.
In	 Italy	 we	 see	 the	 first	 steps	 of	 the	 “center-left	 project”,	
with	 the	 breaking	 of	 the	 “frontism”	 between	 PCI	 and	 PSI.

Enrico Berlinguer  Foundation(Roma)

ITALY - 1 January, 1958. The institutional activities of the EEC
and EURATOM begin



ITALY	-	1	January,	1958.	The	institutional	activities	of	the	EEC	and	
EURATOM	begin.	Enrico	Berlinguer	Foundation,	Roma
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On January 22, 1963 the Elysee Treaty is signed between France 
and the Federal Republic of Germany. Following the “missile crisis” 
of	Cuba	in	October	of	1962,	transatlantic	tensions	grow	more	acute:	
the French President de Gaulle proposes to German Chancellor 
Adenauer	a	 treaty	 that	 lays	 the	 foundation	 for	 close	 cooperation	
between	the	two	countries	on	major	political,	economic	and	cultural	
issues. In those days de Gaulle also throws his veto against the 
application	of	the	United	Kingdom	to	the	European	Communities.
The prospect of a Paris-Bonn alliance is cause for great concern in 
various	sectors	of	the	Italian	political	world,	in	particular	the	PSI	and	
PCI,	which	perceive	the	treaty	as	the	emergence	of	a	conservative	
and belligerent axis in Western Europe

Enrico Berlinguer  Foundation(Rome)

ITALY - 22 January, 1963. Élysée Treaty between France and
the Federal Republic of Germany



ITALY	-	22	January,	1963.	The	Elysee	Treaty	is	signed	between	France	and	the	
Federal	Republic	of	Germany.	Enrico	Berlinguer	Foundation,	Roma
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On July 1, 1967 the Treaty of Brussels enters into force, merging the 
executives	of	 the	European	Communities	 (ECSC,	EEC,	EURATOM).	
From	that	moment	the	European	Communities	would	have	a	single	
Commission and a single Council. At a Community level, the presence 
of	de	Gaulle	is	continuing	a	certain	standstill	in	the	institutions.	In	
Italy	the	formula	of	the	centre-left	continues,	while	representatives	
of	the	PCI	are	excluded	from	the	European	Parliament	(at	that	time	
without	 direct	 suffrage,	 but	 the	 deputies	 appointed	 by	 national	
parliaments).

Enrico Berlinguer Foundation (Rome)

ITALY - 1 July, 1967. The executives of the European Communities
(CECA, CEE, Euratom).



ITALY	-	1	July,	1967.	The	executives	of	the	European	Communities	
(ECSC,	EEC,	EURATOM).	Enrico	Berlinguer	Foundation,	Roma
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In	 June	1979	 there	 are	 the	first	 direct	 elections	of	 the	European	
Parliament.	The	direct	election	is	bound	to	affect	the	EU’s	institutional	
dynamics:	 although	 there	 is	 not	 a	 unique	 voting	 system	 for	 all	
member states (each one adopted its own method, established 
by	 national	 law),	 this	 creates	 a	 new	 and	 excellent	 “Community	
forum”	 for	 national	 political	 forces	 which	 could	 favoured	 their	
Europeanization.
Seats in parliament are allocated to member states according to 
their	population.	Italy	has	81	seats:	the	Christian	Democrats	will	get	
29, the Communist Party 24 and the Socialist Party 9.

European Institute (Fiesole)

ITALY - 1979. First direct elections to the European Parliament



ITALY	-	1979.	The	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament	in	Italy.	European	University	Institute,	Fiesole
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ITALY: SECTION 2
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On	 12th	 and	 13th	 1974	 in	 Italy,	 the	 first	 abrogative	 referendum	
took	 place,	 since	 the	 adoption	 of	 Italian	 Constitution.	 It	 was	
promoted	 by	 Amintore	 Fanfani,	 the	 then-leader	 of	 Christian	
Democratic	party.	 It	 intended	to	abrogate	the	law	on	civil	divorce	
(law	N.	898	of	December	1,	1970	on	the	dissolution	of	marriage).	
A number of 33,023.179 of people voted. A total of 
19,138.300	 (59,26%)	 people	 voted	 against	 the	 abrogation	
of	 the	 law	 and	 13,157.558	 (40,74%)	 people	 voted	 in	 favor.	
In the Marche, those voted “No” were only 56,7%. The Italian region with 
the	lowest	percentage	of	“No”	was	the	Molise	(39,9%)	and	the	region	
with	the	highest	percentage	of	the	“No”	was	the	Aosta	Valley	(75,1%).	
At	 Macerata	 the	 “Yes”	 reached	 the	 percentage	 of	 the	 50,60%,	
surpassing	 a	 little	 the	 “No”,	 that	 achieved	 the	 percentage	
of the 49,40%. The results of the referendum on divorce 
are considered as a great victory for the achievement of 
the	 civil	 rights	 and	 for	 the	 secularization	 of	 the	 country		

Referendum On Divorce In 1974 



MACERATA - 1974. Campaign posters for the referendum of 1974. 
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli



MACERATA - 1974. Campaign posters for the referendum of 1974. 
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli
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In	1975	in	Italy,	the	local	elections	(for	the	regions,	for	the	province	
districts	 and	 for	 the	 municipalities)	 took	 place.	 Among	 different	
municipalities,	the	municipal	elections	also	took	place	at	Macerata.	
The	elections	results	at	Macerata	revealed	that	the	town	was	deeply	
anchored	in	Christian	Democratic	party	that	get	to	the	percentage	
of the 42,29%. The Italian Communist Party achieved the 23,2% and 
with a variance of more than 10 points the Italian Socialist Party 
reached	 the	 10,52%.	 Then	 the	 Italian	 Democratic	 Socialist	 Party	
get to the 7,21%, the Republican Party the 7,21%, the Italian Social 
Movement	and	National	Right	achieved	the	percentage	of	the	5,82%.	
Other lists get to the 3,37% and the Italian Liberal Party to the 2,14%. 
On	the	national	level,	the	local	elections	of	1975	and,	above	all,	the	
political	elections	of	1976,	although	they	confirmed,	like	in	Macerata,	
the	Christian	Democracy	as	the	relative	majority	party,	they	made	
the Italian Communist Party get to a “dangerous” increase of votes, 
so that in the country it believed in a possible “overtaking”    

Local Elections In 1975



MACERATA	-	1975.	Campaign	posters	after	the	Local	Elections.
	Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli
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The	 direct	 elections	 to	 European	 Parliament	 have	 a	 story	 rather	
latest. Originally, from the establishment of  the European Coal 
and	Steel	Community	 (ECSC),	 in	1951,	up	to	1979,	when	the	first	
direct	elections	were	celebrated,	the	components	of	the	European	
Parliament were designated by the member countries Parliaments. 
The	official	act	of	 the	direct	European	elections	was	on	 the	20th	
of	September	1976,	when	the	Foreign	Affairs	ministers	of	the	nine	
member countries of the European Economic Community (Italy, 
France, the Federal Republic of Germany, the United Kingdom, 
the	Netherlands,	Belgium,	Denmark,	Ireland	and	Luxembourg)	in	a	
meeting	at	Brussels,	signed	the	Act,	that	arranged	the	direct	elections	
to	the	European	Parliament	by	universal	suffrage.	Between	7th	and	
10th June 1979, 180 million voters of nine countries voted to elect 
for	the	first	time	410	components	of	the	European	Parliament.	The	
majority	of	 Italian	people	 (89,9%)	 	had	voted	 just	only	one	week	
before	for	the	political	elections	and	almost	all	came	back	to	vote,	
aware	to	have	the	opportunity	to	make	a	contribution	to	an	historical	
event, that it could be compared, in a sense, to the Referendum of 
2nd June 1946. In our country, there was the highest percentage of 
voters	(86%),	whereas	in	Germany	and	France	it	was	the	60%	and	in	
Great	Britain	(member	of	the	ECC	only	from	1973)	it	was	only	the	32%.	
At Macerata, 30,785 people on a total of 34,000 voted. The 
party	 that	 won	 was	 the	 Christian	 Democracy	 with	 the	 43%,	
following by the Italian Communist Party with the 23,05% 
and by the Italian Socialist Party with the 8,9%. The other 
political	 forces	 reached	 between	 the	 5%	 and	 the	 0,5%.

First Direct Elections To The European Parliament In 1979



MACERATA	-	1979.	Campaign	posters	for	the	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament.	
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli



MACERATA	-	1979.	Campaign	posters	for	the	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament.
	Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli



MACERATA	-	1979.	Campaign	posters	for	the	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament.	
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli



MACERATA	-	1979.	Campaign	posters	for	the	first	direct	elections	of	the	European	Parliament.	
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli
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On the 17th of May 1981, the Italian people voted, by a Referendum, 
on	the	abrogation	of	the	N.	194	law,	approved	on	the	22th	1978.	
This	 law	allowed	the	interruption	of	pregnancy	by	the	first	ninety	
days.	The	abrogation	of	a	section	of	the	N.	194	law	on	the	public	
and	free	abortion	(that	was	obtained	also	thanks	to	the	battles	of	
the	 feminist	movements	and	of	 the	 social	 and	political	groups	of	
1970s),	for	the	Radical	Party,	had	the	aim	to	change	the	law	in	some	
aspects,	for	instance	making	to	fall	the	conviction	in	three	years	of	
detention	for	who	had	an	abortion	after	ninety	days	of	pregnancy	
or	eliminating	the	prohibition	of	abortion	for	the	underage	women.	
A	 further	 question	 was	 proposed	 by	 the	 Catholic	 association	
“Movimento	per	 la	Vita”	 (Movement	For	Life),	 that	was	aimed	at	
abrogating	other	sections	of	 the	 law	with	the	 intent	of	becoming	
abortion	 less	 practicable.	 The	 68%	 of	 voters	 confirmed	 the	 law	
on	abortion.	The	matter	 is	nowadays	still	really	contemporary,	as,	
about	 latest	 data,	 the	N.	 194	 law	would	 not	 find	 full	 application	
because	of	 the	presence	of	 gynecologists,	 that	 are	 conscientious	
objectors,	 within	 the	 hospital	 structures.	 The	 conscientious	
objectors, that, as it occurs in the Marche, exceed by far the number 
of	 the	 non-conscientious	 objectors	 among	 the	 gynecologists.	
At	Macerata,	 in	1981,	 the	10,42%	of	people	voted	“Yes”	and	 the	
89,58%	voted	“No”	to	the	question	promoted	by	the	Radical	Party;	
whereas	the	39,52%	of	people	voted	“Yes”	and	the	60,48%	voted	
“No”	to	the	question	advanced	by	the	“Movimento	per	la	vita”.
 

Referendum On Abortion 1981



MACERATA	-	1981.	Campaign	posters	for	the	referendum	on	abortion	of	1981.	
Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche,	University	of	Macerata,	Archive	Fund	of	Mario	Sbriccoli
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extreme	left-wing,	dated	back	to		the	1960s	and	1970s,	is	in	truth	
interesting	 too.	 It	 is	 fundamental	 to	 highlight	 that	 these	 kind	 of	
materials are gathered only rarely within the local public libraries 
and	are	anyway	difficulty	located	within	the	national	public	libraries.	
For	further	information	on	archive	funds	and	on	the	stored	materials	
within	the	Documentary	Center	on	Political	Parties	in	the	Marche	in	
Contemporary	Age,	please	visit	the	Documentary	Center	on	Political	

Parties	in	the	Marche	in	Contemporary	Age	on	the	website:	http://
www2.unimc.it/cpp/il%20centro/presentazione

The	collected	pictures	in	this	section	are	incorporated	in	the	Mario	
Sbriccoli Archive Fund, stored within the «Documentary Center on 
Political	Parties	 in	the	Marche	in	Contemporary	Age».	This	center	
was	established	in	2004	within	the	faculty	of	Political	Science	at	the	
University of Macerata. The main intent of the center is to promote 
collection	 of	 archive	 and	 documentary	 materials	 on	 political	
movements	and	parties,	 that	have	acted	 in	 the	Marche	 from	the	
second	postwar	period	up	to	the	present	time.	It	 is	also	aimed	at	
preventing	their	scattering	and	at	guarantying	accessibility	to	scholars.		
The	center	has	therefore	gathered,	and	carries	on	gathering,	political	
parties	archives	or	private	personalities	archives,	that	have	acted	in	
the Marche – exactly as Mario Sbriccoli, Dean at the Athenaeum of 
Macerata,	 full	Professor	of	 Italian	Law	History	and	relevant	figure	
for	politics	and	culture	of	Macerata.	The	center	has	also	specialized	
in	 collection	 of	 printed	material,	 published	 from	 1946	 up	 to	 the	
present	time,	including	printed	material	in	the	national	area.	Several	
hundred	 of	 posters	 and	 fliers,	 that	 are	 printed	 or	 disseminated	
by	 the	main	political	 parties	 of	 the	district	 of	 Ancona,	Macerata,	
Fermo and Ascoli Piceno, are collected. More than 6,000 volumes 
and	around	400	reviews,	that	cover	all	the	political	spectrum,	from	
the	right-far	wing	to	the	extreme	left-wing,	from	the	catholic	world	
to	 the	 lay	 forces,	are	gathered	 in	 the	center.	The	great	collection	
of books, pamphlets, reviews linked to the far-right wing and the 

edited by Osservatorio di Genere

Italy

The Archive: The documentary Center on political parties 
in the Marche in contemporary age

(Il Fondo Mario Sbriccoli)
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9 May 1950

18 April 1951

1951-1952

1954

1-2 June 1955

25 March 1957

1 January 1958

22 January 
1963

KEY DATES OF EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

8 April 1965

1965

29 January 
1966

1-2 December 
1969

1962

1 January 
1973

December 
1974

Signing of the Treaty of Brussels, merging the 
executives	 of	 the	 European	 Communities	 (ECSC,	 EEC,	
EURATOM)	 and	 entering	 into	 force	 on	 1	 July	 1967.

The Commission tries to strengthen its powers – France’s 
resistance – “Empty chair” policy for 7 months (June 
1965-January	1966).

Luxembourg	 Compromise	-	 After	 a	 long	 political	 crisis,	
France returns to occupy its place in the Council against 
the	 retention	 of	 unanimous	 voting	whenever	 the	 vital	
interest is at stake in a Member State.

The Hague summit – The Heads of State and Government 
decide	to	move	further	the	European	integration	process.

Denmark, Ireland and the UK become the three new 
Member States of the Community. 

Community’s enlargement – from 6 to 9.

Paris	 summit	 -	 Institutionalization	 of	 the	 European	
Council - The Heads of State and Government decide to 
meet	three	times	a	year	 in	the	European	Council,	 they	
endorse	 the	 direct	 universal	 suffrage	 for	 the	 elections	

Robert	 Schuman,	 French	 Minister	 of	 Foreign	 Affair,		
together with his adviser Jean Monnet, proposes to put 
the	Franco-German	production	of	steel	and	coal	under	
a	common	High	Authority,	inside	an	organization	which	
the other European countries can join.

Signing in Paris of the ECSC Treaty. There are six founding 
members: France, Federal Republic of Germany, Italy, 
Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg.

EDC	and	project	for	a	Political	Community.

EDC’s failure.

Messina	Conference	–	The	Ministries	of	Foreign	Affairs	
of	the	Six	decide	to	broaden	European	integration	to	all	
the economic sectors.

Signing	 of	 the	 Treaties	 of	 Rome	 -	 Founding	 of	 the	
European	Economic	Community	(EEC)	and	the	European	
Atomic	Energy	Community	(EURATOM).

The	 institutional	 activities	 of	 the	 EEC	 and	 EURATOM	
begin.

Signing of the the Elysee Treaty between France and 
the Federal Republic of Germany.  
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    22 July 1975

   6-7 July 1979

of the European Parliament and agree to set up the 
European Regional Development Fund.

Signing of a treaty that extends the powers of the 
European	 Parliament	 in	 budgetary	 matters	 and	
establishing a Court of Auditors.

Bremen summit - France and Germany propose 
relaunching	 monetary	 cooperation	 by	 setting	 up	 a	
European	Monetary	 System	 (EMS),	which	 comes	 into	
operation	on	March	13,	1979.



Front-page of “Espresso”, n.42, 22 October 1989                             9 November 1989, The fall of the Berlin Wall - Front-page of “Panorama”, 
n.1235/36, 24 December 1989
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At	the	end	of	March	2016,	the	#Overthefortess	caravan,	composed	
by	about	three	hundred	activists,	reaches	Idomeni	refugees	camp,	
at the North of Greece.
 
The	hermetic	closing	of	the	border	with	Macedonia	has	 in	a	very	
real sense blocked 15,000 people in the mud, among the rails of 
an	 abandoned	 railway	 station.	 In	 the	 refugees	 Camp	 of	 Idomeni	
live	 Syrians,	 Afghans,	 Yazidis,	 Iraqis,	 Pakistanis,	 but	 also	 Kurds.	
The	 latter	 are	 nearly	 a	 third	 of	 the	 camp	 and	 are	 on	 the	 run	
from Rojava, as a result of the recent Turkish bombardments 
and	 of	 the	 deterioration	 of	 the	 Syrian	 war	 events.
The 40% of the camp inhabitants are children.The caravan comes 
with six trucks loaded with humanitarian aids, medicines, kids 
toys,	mobile	devices	to	bring	electricity	and	to	set	up	a	wi-fi	point
.
The	 Activists	 distribute	 shoes	 and	 clothes	 and	 play	 for	
hours	 with	 the	 kids;	 stories	 narrated	 by	 women,	 fleeing	
the war, are listened; soccer games are improvised.
#Overthefortress	 is	 not	 only	 a	 humanitarian	 campaign,	 but	 it	
is also and above all a path of solidarity and hope, to witness 
and	 to	 tell	 the	 stories	 of	 those	 have	 been	 forgotten	 at	 the	
borders of the Fort-Europe, but also to respond to the nefarious 
policies	 of	 some	 European	 countries	 on	 immigration	 matter.

Photo of  Giulia Falistocco – CSA SISMA MC

March 2016 - Idomeni’s camp



March	2016,	Idomeni	Camp,	the	border	between	Greece	and	Macedonia,	#overthefortress	March.	Photos	by	Giulia	Falistocco,	CSA	Sisma-Mc
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• Lithuania: Andrea Griffante	(Vytautas	Magnus	University)
•   Hungary: Balázs Juhász (Eötvös	Loránd	University)
• Germany: Massimiliano Livi	(Westfälische	Wilhelms-Universität)
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